
I am Delhi: Maken’s words reinstill high 
command’s stature among Cong-men

Aditi Nagar & 
Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: Rajasthan’s 
Congress government 
as well as the organiza-
tion would soon under-
go a major metamor-
phosis in the near fu-
ture and word in party’s 
‘relevant circles’ is that 
several ministers are 
going to be shunted out 
of  the cabinet, however, 
they could be adjusted 
in the organization.

Ahead of  a likely re-
shuffle in the Rajasthan 

Cabinet, Congress gen-
eral secretary Ajay 
Maken on Friday said 
some ministers have ex-
pressed willingness to 
quit the government to 

work for the organisa-
tion. ‘’There are people 
who are eager to leave 
government positions 
and work for the organ-
isation. We are proud of  
such people,” Maken 
said, his remarks indi-
cating that some minis-
ters in the Gehlot Cabi-
net will now make way 
for new faces.

“The Congress will 
form the government 
again in 2023 with our 
members, who are 
ready to leave every-
thing  Turn to P8

99.56 PERCENT 
TRIUMPH RBSE 
CLASS 10 EXAM 
Jaipur: 99.56 percent 
of the students who 
appeared in class 10 
examination of the 
Rajasthan Board of 
Secondary Education, 
Ajmer have cleared 
the exam. The board 
announced on Friday, 
which is 18.64 percent 
higher than last year’s 
result. The result 
last year was 80.64 
percent. This year, 
the pass percentage 
of boys is 99.51 and 
99.52 percent that of 
girls. P3

Ajay Maken and Govind Singh 
Dotasra at PCC on Friday.
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Kandahar: Taliban on Thursday said they had killed an Afghan police offi cer, 
better known for posting humourous videos online, after clips emerged on 
social media showing him being beaten and his dead body. Fazal Moham-
mad, popularly referred to as “Khasha Zwan”, was stationed in southern 
Kandahar province but was taken away by the Taliban after returning home.

Mumbai: BSE index climbed 209.36 points or 0.40 per cent to close at 
52,653.07, while the broader NSE Nifty advanced 69.05 points or 0.44 per 
cent to 15,778.45. Tata Steel was the top gainer in the Sensex pack, rallying 
nearly 7 per cent, followed by Bajaj Finserv, SBI, HCL Tech, Sun Pharma, 
Bajaj Finance and Reliance Industries.

TALIBAN EXECUTES 
AFGHAN COMEDIAN 

KHASHA ZWAN

SENSEX JUMPS 
209 POINTS; NIFTY 

ENDS AT 15,778

LOVLINA’S PUNCHES 
ASSURE 1ST BOXING 
MEDAL THIS EVENT

D ebutant Lovlina Borgohain 
(69kg) assured India of their 

fi rst boxing medal at the ongo-
ing Olympic Games when she 
upstaged former world cham-
pion Nien-Chin Chen of Chinese 
Taipei to enter the semifi nals 
here on Friday. The Assam boxer 
prevailed 4-1 to make the last-
four where she will square off 
against reigning world champion 
Busenaz Surmeneli of Turkey.

PV SINDHU 
SHUTTLES INTO 
SEMIFINALS
PV Sindhu showed outstand-

ing profi ciency in both her 
defense and dominating rallies, 
to march into the semifi nal of 
the Tokyo Olympics at Musashi-
no Forest plaza on Friday with 
a 21-13, 22-20 quelling of 
the World No.5. Sindhu had 
answers to every single poser 
thrown at her by Japan’s Akane 
Yamaguchi, even a 54-shot rally 
that went the other way.

MEN WITH HOCKEYS 
THRASH HOST TO 
FINISH 2ND IN TALLY

Indian men’s hockey team 
exhibited class and purpose 

again and defeated hosts Japan 
5-3 to fi nish 2nd in the Group 
A and enter the quarter-fi nals. 
Australia have topped the group 
with 13 points in 5 matches. 
The win versus Japan on Friday 
was India’s third consecutive 
at the Games. The side had 
defeated defending champions 
Argentina 3-1 on Thursday.

Delta may spread like chickenpox, 
cause severe infection, say studies
New York: The Delta 
variant of  the coronavi-
rus may cause more se-
vere illness than all 
other known versions 
of  the virus and spread 
as easily as chickenpox, 
US media reports quot-
ing internal studies 
from the US health au-
thority said.

The document from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) outlines unpub-
lished data that shows 
fully vaccinated people 
might spread the Delta 
variant, first identified 
in India, at the same 
rate as unvaccinated 
people, reports said.

The contents of  the 
document - a slide pres-
entation -  Turn to P6

India extends 
int’l flights ban
till August 31
New Delhi: The govern-
ment on Friday extended 
the ban on international 
flights till August 31. The 
ban will, however, not ap-
ply to cargo internation-
al flights. International 
flights are operating 
only to and from 28 coun-
tries with which India 
has “air bubble” agree-
ment.

Meanwhile, Air In-
dia has announced 
that it will double its 
flight frequency to the 
US from the first week 
of  August to cater to 
US-bound students.

Pegasus ‘non-issue’, govt ready 
for debate on people-related matters

Girls outshine boys in  
CBSE class 12th result
New Delhi: An as-
tounding 99.37 per cent 
students cleared the 
CBSE Class 12 exams 
this year, marking a 
10.59 per cent increase in 
the pass percentage 
from the previous year.

Girls continued to out-
shine boys in the exams 
as 99.67 per cent girl stu-
dents cleared the exami-
nations, while the pass 
percentage among boys 

was 99.13 per cent. The 
CBSE could not conduct 
the Class 12 examina-
tions due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and the re-
sults were declared on 
the basis of  an alternate 
assessment policy.  P6

Revival on its mind, Cong discusses 
plan proposed by Prashant Kishor

Dhanbad judge death: SC seeks 
report from J’khand chief secy, DGP

New Delhi: The Con-
gress party is actively 
discussing a reform and 
revival plan proposed by 
political strategist 
Prashant Kishor. 

The plan of  action by 
Kishor has been de-
signed to make the party 
battle-ready for the 2024 
general elections to take 
on brand Modi and the 
BJP’s election machin-
ery. Members of  the 

Congress Working Com-
mittee are meeting in 
groups to discuss the 
revival agenda.

Kishor had submitted 
the plan to Sonia and 

Rahul Gandhi during 
his meeting with them 
earlier this month. 
Kishor had reportedly 
met Priyanka Gandhi as 
well. The report by a 
newspaper said that 
Kishor suggested the 
creation of  an empow-
ered group to take all 
key decisions. He pro-
posed steps to strength-
ening the state and dis-
trict committees.

New Delhi: Calling it a 
“gruesome incident”, 
the Supreme Court Fri-
day took suo motu cog-
nizance of  the death of  
an Additional Sessions 
Judge of  Dhanbad in 
what police suspect was 
a premeditated hit-and-
run incident.

A bench headed by 
Chief  Justice NV Ra-
mana said it was taking 
suo motu cognizance of  

the matter as incidents 
of  attacks on judicial of-
ficers and the legal fra-
ternity are happening 
across the country. 
However, it made clear 
the proceedings before 
the Jharkhand High 
Court to monitor the 
probe into the death of  
the judicial officer 
would continue.

“We direct the Chief  
Secretary  Turn to P6

AK-47s, sniper 
guns with Mizo 
civilians: Assam
Guwahati: Assam 
Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma on Friday 
defended issuing an advi-
sory to its people against 
travelling to Mizoram 
saying civilians in its 
neighbour-
ing state car-
ry advanced 
guns that 
could prove 
to be danger-
ous given the fractious 
relations between them 
right now. 

A long-running bound-
ary dispute between the 
two flared up last week 
after six Assam police 
personnel were killed 
and dozens of  others 
were wounded in gunfire.

New Delhi: With Oppo-
sition members continu-
ing to disrupt Parlia-
ment over the alleged 
Pegasus snooping issue, 
Union Minister Pralhad 
Joshi on Friday said the 
controversy was a “non-
issue” and that the gov-
ernment was ready for 
discussion on people-re-
lated issues.

Calling the Opposi-
tion behaviour “unfortu-
nate”, the Union Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minis-
ter urged the protesting 
members to allow the 
House to function.

Noting that the IT 
Minister has already 
given a detailed state-
ment on the issue in 

both the Houses, Joshi 
said, “There are so 
many issues directly re-
lated to the people of  
India… government is 
ready for discussions,” 

he said.
“We don’t want to 

pass bills without dis-
cussions,” Joshi was 
further quoted as say-
ing by PTI.  P5

CORONA CATASTROPHE

INDIA RAJASTHAN

44,230 
new cases

555
new fatalities

TOKYO OLYMPICS 2020

INDIA GEARS UP 
FOR ARRAY OF

Meda  s

Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Pralhad Joshi during the 
Monsoon Session of Parliament, in New Delhi.

28
new cases

00
new fatalities

 Several ministers 
to be dropped from 
cabinet but adjusted 
in organization, 
Maken hints
 Congress goes 
to drawing board to 
formulate strategies 
for 2023 assembly 
election
 33 district 
presidents to be 
announced in next 
2-3 days

CRUCIAL READ

PLEA IN SC AGAINST 
ASTHANA APPOINTMENT

DESHMUKH, SON 
SUMMONED BY ED

DIDI: WILL COME TO 
DELHI EVERY 2 MTHS

MODI, SHAH TO JOIN 
GUJ GOVT’S FIESTA

New Delhi: A contempt 
petition has been moved in 
Supreme Court making PM 
Narendra Modi, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, and MHA, 
as respondents, while chal-
lenging the appointment 
of Rakesh Asthana as the 
Delhi police commissioner.

Mumbai: Maharashtra’s ex- 
Minister Anil Deshmukh 
and his son, Hrishikesh, 
have been summoned by 
the Enforcement Directo-
rate at its Mumbai offi ce on 
Monday in a case linked to 
alleged money laundering.

Kolkata: West Bengal chief 
minister Mamata Banerjee 
on Friday said that her 
fi ve-day visit to the national 
capital was “successful”. 
“The Opposition needs to 
get united. I met several 
leaders. The outcome is 
good,” she told ANI.

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
will virtually join the cele-
brations between August 1 
and 9 to mark the fi ve years 
of the Rupani-Nitin Patel 
government in Gujarat.

5 IAS shifted
Jaipur: Five IAS offi cers 
were transferred in 
Rajasthan on Friday. 
Revenue Board chair-
man R Venkateswaran 
was transferred to 
HICM RIPA as DG while 
RSRTD MD Rajeshwar 
Singh was made the new 
chairman of the Revenue 
Board. PK Goyal was 
appointed as Additional 
Chief Secretary School 
Education while Aparna 
Arora was shifted to 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj Depart-
ment as Principal Sec-
retary. Sandeep Verma, 
who was HCM RIPA DG, 
will take charge of the 
RSRTC MD in place of 
Rajeshwar Singh.
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BJP lambasts PCC proposal to 
arrest RSS leader Nimbaram 

Shimla: Three trekkers 
from Rajasthan have 
gone missing in 
Himachal Pradesh’s 
Lahaul-Spiti district, a 
senior official said on 
Thursday. State Disas-
ter Management Direc-
tor Sudesh Kumar 
Mokhta said a Ra-
jasthan trekker, Nikunj 
Jaiswal, and his two 
companions went miss-
ing at Ghepan Peak.

Details of  the two oth-
ers are not available so 
far, he added. As per in-
formation received from 
the Sissu police check-
post, Nikunj Jaiswal of  
Bikaner and his two 
companions were stay-
ing at Hotel Triveni in 
the village.   —PTI

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Two public toi-
lets established by the 
Greater Municipal Cor-
poration were inaugu-
rated by Sheel Dhabhai, 
Mayor of  Greater Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
and Kali Charan Saraf, 
MLA of  Malviya Nagar.
The public toilet facili-
ty is located between 
Charak Bhawan and 
the University, which 
was developed keeping 
in mind the common 
passers-by in the busy 
area. Besides this, there 

is also a women’s toilet 
in both the Sulabh Com-
plexes, which will also 
have a sanitary napkin 
vending machine for 
women. 
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Jaipur: Rajsamand MP 
Diya Kumari met PM 
Narendra Modi and ex-
pressed her gratitude 
for the best measures 
taken by the Centre dur-
ing the Corona peri-
od. She met the PM dur-
ing the monsoon session 
of  Parliament that be-
gan after Corona.

The MP thanked the 
PM for the guidance 
and nomination as a 
member of  the museum 
of  former royal families 

being built in Kevadia 
in Gujarat. She present-
ed a booklet to 

the PM on the works 
done under the ‘Seva Hi 
Sangathan’. 

‘Gratitude to PM for his guidance’
MEETING THE PRIME

FACEOFF OVER AMAGARH,
MEENAs HIT JAIPUR ROADS

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: A Youth Aak-
rosh Rally was held in 
Jaipur on Friday re-
garding the Amar-
garh Fort issue. BJP 
leader Rajya Sabha MP 
Kirodi Lal Meena 
reached Suraj Maidan 
in Adarsh Nagar in the 
afternoon and from 
there took out a rally 
and marched to the 
Jaipur Police Commis-
sionerate.

Hundreds of  youth 
from various social or-
ganisations including 
Meena Samaj partici-
pated in the rally. Slo-
gans of  solidari-
ty against Independent 
MLA Ramkesh Meena 
were raised during the  
rally. He said some 
leaders are trying to 
create social dishar-
mony among Hindus. 

REACH JAIPUR ON AUG 1: MLA

Kirodi Lal Meena with Adivasi Meena Samaj workers protested outside Jaipur police 
commissionrate on Friday over tearing down of the saffron fl ag atop the Amagarh fort.  

Gangapur City MLA Ramkesh Meena, who 
came into the limelight recently by removing 

saffron fl ag at Amargarh Fort 
in Jaipur, on Friday, through 
a Facebook Live, called upon 
the youth and leaders of Mee-
na Samaj to reach Jaipur on 
August 1 for a meeting. After 
that they will go to Amagarh. 

He gave an open challenge to teach a lesson to 
anyone who hoists the saffron fl ag at Amagarh 
on August 1. Taking a jibe at Kirodi, Ramkesh 
said he is an honourable leader of the society 
but he understands Kirodi’s compulsion. 

TV EDITOR BOOKED
Police registered an 
FIR against Suresh 
Chavhanke, the editor-
in-chief of Sudarshan TV, 
for allegedly hurting the 
sentiments of tribals and 
Meena communities in 
the recent dispute over 
Amagarh Fort between 
the Meena community 
and Hindu groups. The 
FIR was registered on 
Friday on the basis of a 
police complaint lodged 
by Girraj Meena, a 
member of the Ra-
jasthan Adivasi Meena 
Seva Sangh at Transport 
Nagar police station in 
Jaipur. “On the even-
ing of July 23, Suresh 
Chavhanke of Sudarshan 
TV abused me and our 
entire tribal community 
according to his own 
will and it went on for 
several days,” says the 
FIR lodged by Meena.

Sriganganagar: Angered by the incident of robbery 
of Rs 6 lakh and fi ring at the petrol pump on late 
Thursday night, the Sri Ganganagar District Petrol 
Pump Dealers Association kept the petrol pumps 
closed. In protest against the incident, the Petrol 
Pump Dealers Association kept the petrol pumps 
closed till 12 noon on Friday. Association members 
warned that if the attackers are not arrested within 
24 hours, from Saturday onwards all petrol pumps 
in the city would go on an indefi nite strike.

`6 LAKH LOOTED AT GUN POINT FROM A 
PETROL PUMP,  FUEL STATIONS CLOSED

SEVEN GIVEN LIFE SENTENCE IN 
MUKHTYAR, RAHEES MURDER CASE
Jaipur: Seven persons were convicted and 
awarded life imprisonment in Mukhtyar and 
Rahees murder case by ADJ court in Dudu on 
Friday. Additional Public Prosecutor Trilok Singh 
Choudhary said that the magistrate Shilpa Sameer 
pronounced the judgment in the murder case of 
November 2015. The court convicted and award-
ed life imprisonment to Ahsan, Gulfam, Farooq, 
Ramzan, Akram, Yunush and Mehraj. 

Kota: The local people climbed an overhead water 
tank and demonstrated demanding water supply 
in Anantapura police station area of the city. The 
protestors staged a sit-in but when no one listened 
to them for 2 hours then they climbed the water tank. 
Supporting the protestors, local councillor RD Verma 
also climbed the steps of the tank. Police and PHED 
offi cials reached the spot.About half an hour later, the 
protesters came down. People said that there is no 
water supply in Vinobha Bhave Nagar for the last 7 
days. Offi cials are not paying attention to the problem 
that’s why they were forced to climb the water tank.

PEOPLE CLIMB WATER TANK, BREAK 
PITCHERS AS WATER CRISIS WORSENS

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The BJP has 
surrounded the Gehlot 
govt over the proposal 
in the PCC for the ar-
rest of  RSS regional 
pracharak Nimbaram. 
State President Satish 
Poonia and LoP Gula 
Chand Kataria stressed 
that work done by law 
enforcing institutions 
is being done in the 
PCC.

“In the PCC meeting 
also, the proposal for 
the arrest of  Nimbar-
am has been brought. 

The work which is of  
law, is being done in 
PCC. We have the judi-
ciary and the rest of  
the administrative sys-
tem. They should leave 
this job for them,” Poo-
nia said. On the RAS 
recruitment examina-
tion case, he said that 
Dotarsa is accused of  
giving unethical bene-
fits to his relatives in 
RPSC. Meanwhile, LoP 
Gulab Chand Kataria 
called the proposal of  
Nimbaram’s arrest in 
the PCC meeting as 
“condemnable”. 

Congress-
men are 
always 

adept in conspir-
ing to divert issues. 
The work which is 
of law, is being 
done in PCC. We 
have the judiciary 
and the rest of the 
adminis-
trative 
system.

DEO smeared with ink during 
parents’ protest, seven held
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: During a pro-
test against the hike in 
school fees by the par-
ents outside the Shiksha 
Sankul on Friday, a per-
son threw ink on the 
District Education Of-
ficer, who came to col-
lect the memorandum. 
The police held seven 
people into custody and 
brought them to the Ba-
jaj Nagar police station. 
During this, some par-
ents also accused the 
police of  assault. The 
DEO has filed a case 
against the protesters 
for assault and obstruct-
ing official work.

The protest was held 
under the banner of  
United Parents Associa-
tion. The protestors 
tried to enter the Shik-
sha Sankul complex on 
Friday but were stopped 
by the police. The pro-
testing people staged a 

sit-in outside the main 
gate and insisted on the 
demand to call the DEO 

or any other higher of-
ficer to collect the mem-
orandum on the spot.

A protestor threw ink on DEO Ramchand Pilaniya at Shiksha 
Sankul in Jaipur on Friday.  —PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO

3 trekkers from 
Raj missing in 
Lahaul-Spiti

MLA Saraf & Dhabhai 
inaugurate public toilets

RED ALERT
OVER RAIN
The Meteorological Department 
also has issued a ‘Red Alert’ 
warning of heavy to very heavy 
rain (more than 115.6 mm) at 
one or two places in Baran, 
Jhalwar districts on Saturday.
The department has issued 
‘orange Alert’, predicting heavy 
to very heavy rainfall (64.5 to 
115.6 mm) at one or two places 
in Jaipur, Ajmer, Tonk, Sawai 
Madhopur, Bhilwara, Bundi, Kota 
and Baran districts. Meanwhile, 
a major accident was averted 
while a Bolero car was stuck in 
the strong fl ow of Sherni river in 
an area under Masalpur police 
station area in Karauli. Moreover, 
Buhana and Khetri areas have 
been affected the most due to 
the torrential rains in Jhunjhunu 
since Thursday night. 

—PHOTO  BY 
SANTOSH SHARMA

Gangrape victim 
seeks permission 
for euthanasia 
First India Bureau 

Alwar: A young woman 
from Bulandshahar, Ut-
tar Pradesh reached the 
Collector’s Chamber on 
Friday and she gave 
a memorandum seeking 
permission for euthana-
sia. The woman said she 
was pained that de-
spite filing a case of  gan-
grape, no action was 
taken against the ac-
cused. She also went to 
the SP several 
times but no one lis-
tened to her. The girl 
had filed the report 
about 3 months ago.

Glitch keeps 
Rly manager 
‘stranded’ in 
train for 1.5 hrs 
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The engine of  a 
train in which NWR 
GM Anand Prakash 
was travelling from 
Jaipur to Delhi failed 
soon after departure 
from Jagatpura railway 
station. The railway of-
ficials immediately 
asked the control room 
to arrange another en-
gine. The engine 
reached Jagatpura sta-
tion after 50 minutes. 
The faulty engine was 
replaced with the work-
ing engine and this ex-
ercise took more than 
one hour. The railway 
has started an inquiry 
in the matter.

Kalicharan Saraf and Sheel 
Dhabhai at the event.

DEO FILES CASE AGAINST SEVEN
DEO Ramchand Pilaniya reached to meet the 
parents who handed over their memorandum 
to him and started talking, when a person from 
behind threw a vial fi lled with ink at Pilaniya who 
fi led a case against 7 people including President 
of the Guardian Association, Arvind Agarwal and 
spokesperson Abhishek Jain. Bajaj Nagar SHO 
Ramesh Saini said seven people have been ar-
rested in this case.

—Satish Poonia
BJP State President 

Diya Kumari presents a booklet Seva Hi Sangathan to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi.

TRIBAL MLAs MEET CM GEHLOT

Tribal MLAs met Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, who assured that the government 

will not allow anyone to tamper with tribal 
heritage. The MLAs appealed to maintain 
mutual brotherhood, peace and tranquility in 
Rajasthan. Parsadi Lal Meena, Gopal Meena, 
Murarilal Meena, Ramkesh Meena, Kantilal 
Meena, Johri Lal Meena, PR Meena, and 
Laxman Meena met Gehlot.

-PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR

—FILE PHOTO
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First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Senior IFS of-
ficer Dr. DN Pandey fi-
nally got the command 
of  the forest department 
after he was appointed 
as the Head of  Forest 
Force (HoFF) on Friday. 
The department of  per-
sonnel issued the order 
in the morning on the 
last working day of  the 
1987-batch IFS officer 
Shruti Sharma, who was 

holding the post.
Pandey, the officer of  

1988 batch who was the 
Principal Chief  Conser-
vator of  Forest (Develop-
ment), was elevated to 
the post of  HoFF and his 
pay scale was also up-
graded accordingly. The 
selection committee 
headed by chief  secre-
tary had also considered 
the name of  IFS Rajiv 
Kumar Goyal along with 
him but seniority was 

given preference and 
Pandey was appointed.

Pandey is also in the 
good books of  Chief  
minister Ashok Gehlot. 
He has held important 

posts like Special Secre-
tary to Chief  Minister 
from 17 December 2008 
to 13 November 2009 dur-
ing the earlier tenure of  
Gehlot.

Jhunjhunu: Not be-
ing able to crack RAS 
exam has led to har-
assment of  a woman 
by her husband and 
in-laws in Jhunj-
hunu district. The 
victim, Usha, a resi-
dent of  Surajgarh, 
lodged an FIR 
against her husband 
Vikas, a lecturer in 
Polytechnic College, 
parents-in-law and 
two mediators in 
marriage for harass-
ing her because she 
has not been able to 
become a govern-
ment officer.

Usha said that she 
had cleared RAS-
2013 prelims exami-
nation and that is 
why Vikas and her 
parents agreed for 
the marriage, expect-
ing that she will be-
come SDM. However, 
she could not clear 
the mains examina-
tion. She also failed 
in other competition 
exams following 
which her husband 
and in-laws started 
taunting and tortur-
ing her and demand-
ed dowry.
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Jodhpur: Assam’s 
Lovlina Borgohain was 
hurling punches at her 
opponent in Tokyo 
while her elder sister 
Lima was screaming 
with joy in front of  the 
TV in Jodhpur. Lima, 
who works in CISF at 
Jodhpur airport, urged 
everyone to pray for 
Lovlina to win the gold 
medal.

She said that Lovli-
na is very stubborn 
and it seems she is de-
termined to win the 

gold medal this time.
Lovlina confirmed 

her medal in the Olym-
pics by winning her 

bout in the quarterfi-
nals in the 69kg weight. 
All the airport staff  
congratulated Lima, a 
constable in the CISF 
deployed for the secu-
rity of  the airport.

She said that the 
journey till here has 
not been easy for three 
sisters. There were 
many ups and downs in 
life, but with the inspi-
ration of  mother Ma-
moni Borgohain, all 
three of  them re-
mained on the path of  
struggle. Other sister 
Licha serves in BSF.

Lovlina’s sibling Lima prays 
for gold at Jodhpur airport 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The state gov-
ernment has announced 
recruitment for 203 fac-
ulty in seven of  Ra-
jasthan Medical Educa-
tion Society (Rajmes). 
Applications are invited 
for Professor, Associate 
Professor and Assistant 
Professor in 19 subjects. 
Deputy Director (Aca-
demic) Dr. Manoj Garg 
said the online forms 
can be filled for these 
posts from August 6. the 
last date of  application 
is 23 August 2021. De-
tailed information in 
this regard is available 
on the website educa-
tion.rajasthan.gov.in/
medicaleducation.

The posts include 20 
Pathology, 19 Radiodi-
agnosis, 18 General 
Medicine, 16 orthope-
dics, 14 PSM, 14 Pediat-
rics, 12 Anesthesia, 12 
Anatomy, etc.

203 FACULTY POSTS IN 
7 MEDICAL COLLEGES

Gehlot confidante, Pandey is new HoFF

Not able to 
crack RAS, 
woman ‘faces 
harassment’

Adani Group to take over 
Jaipur airport from Oct 12

Land compensation norms eased

Making a 
place in the 
first four 

among the world’s fa-
mous boxers is no less 
achievement. All box-
ers who reach this level 
are more or less of the 
same level. In such a 
situation, prayers are 
very useful. I request 
everyone to pray for 
Lovlina to win gold. 
There is a lot of power 
in prayers.

—Lima, Elder sister  
of Lovlina Borgohain

Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: The Adani 
Group will take over the 
operation of  Jaipur In-
ternational Airport 
from October 12, the 
date fixed by the Air-
port Authority of  India. 
Adani Group was suc-
cessful in tender pro-
cess for privatisation of  
six airports across the 
country in February 
2019.

Earlier, July 18 was 
fixed for takeover of  
Jaipur airport but in 
view of  the Corona, it 
was extended for 3 
months. From August 
12, the team of  Adani 
Group will observe op-
eration and manage-
ment. The Group ap-
pointed Vishnu Jha as 
Chief  Airport Officer 
who visited the airport.

	z Complete operation 
of airport building
	z Operate all the shops 
inside the building
	z Coordinate with 
airlines, apron field 
operations
	z Facilities for passen-
gers will increase, 
inflation is possible
	z Rs 30 to 50 may be 
charged for each 

vehicle coming to 
pick up passengers
	z The group will pay 
to AII Rs 174 per 
domestic passenger 
and Rs 348 per 
international pas-
senger
	z CISF will continue to 
handle the security 
work in the building 
and runway area

Passengers of a Bengaluru-Jaipur Indigo flight 
number 6E-469 could not deboard the plane 

on Thursday evening due to technical glitch in 
the gates of the plane. The gates were opened by 
charging. The whole process took about 15 min-
utes and 115 passengers had to wait.

THE GROUP WILL LOOK AFTER

PASSENGERS STUCK IN INDIGO PLANE

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The state gov-
ernment has imple-
mented a clear formula 
for the disposal of  land 
acquisition compensa-
tion cases embroiled in 
technical complications.

A discussion was done 
at the level of  UDH Min-
ister Shanti Dhariwal to 
remove the discrepan-
cies. After that the for-
mula was finalised as 

per which the size of  the 
land will be multiplied 
by 25% of  the total un-
claimed land. For this, 

the reserve rate and DLC 
rate of  the scheme will 
be multiplied by which-
ever is higher.

Health min inaugurates 17 
med centres, 9 in pipeline
Jaipur: Health Minister 
Dr Raghu Sharma on 
Friday virtually laid the 
foundation stones of 9 
medical institute build-
ings and inaugu-
rated 17 medical 
institute build-
ings. He said 
that it is the 
endeavour of 
the govern-
ment that 
the 
com-

mon people should get 
better medical facilities 
in their surrounding 
areas. 6 PHCs, 2 sub-
health centres and a 
comprehensive lactation 

management centre 
in government 
Janana hospital of 
Ajmer are among 
the 9 institutions 
the foundation 

stones of 
which were 

laid.

Looking at the corona pan-
demic, 332 selected Communi-
ty health centres are being 

equipped with modern facilities in-
cluding ICU for 4-5 people and central 
oxygen pipeline. 

—Dr Raghu Sharma, Health Minister

99.56%
First India Bureau 

Ajmer: There have been an in-
crease of  18.64% compared to the 
previous year result of  
80.64%. This year board 
exam was cancelled due 
to corona epidemic and 
due to this the result has 
been issued on the basis 
of  the pattern issued by 
the board. can be seen on 
the official website. Board 
President DP Jaroli wished 
all the students bright future.

Ajmer: The result of 
Class 12 of the Cen-
tral Board of Second-
ary Education Ajmer 
region is 99.29 
percent. The result 
has been decided on 
30:30:40 formula. 
The Ajmer region 
includes Rajasthan 
and Gujarat states.

CRACK CLASS 
12 IN CBSE 

AJMER REGION

Girls score 
over boys 
marginally

99.29%

	z Total schools- 
1277 Schools

	z Schools who ap-
peared in assess-
ment-1132

	z Class 10 stu-
dents- 90,751

	z Class 12 stu-
dents- 75,823

CBSE RAJASTHAN

… of students in Class 10 of Rajasthan 
Board of Secondary Education have 
cleared the exam

Hearty congratulations to all the 
students who are successful in Ra-
jasthan Board’s 10th examination 

result and best wishes for a bright future. 
—Govind Singh Dotasra, Education Minister

12,55,385
APPEARED

12,04,606 44,875 35212,49,833
CLEARED

PASS % Boys 99.51 Girls 99.52 100%
results in 

16 districts

Senior Upadhyaya 
exam result 99.79% 

1st
division 2nd

division 3rd
div.

Pandey is considered 
an expert in medicinal 
plants and his ‘Ghar-
Ghar Aushadi’ scheme 
has received a lot of 
appreciation.

MED PLANTS MAN

According to the new formula, to calculate area of 
the residential plot to be given in compensation, 

it will be multiplied by 20% of the area of unclaimed 
land. Similarly, to calculate area of the commercial 
plot, it will be multiplied by 5% of the area, said an 
official. There is currently no uniformity regarding 
the amount of land to be compensated.

FOR RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PLOTS
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Let us hold unswervingly to 
the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful. 

—Hebrews 10:23

IN-DEPTH

Ashwini Vaishnaw  
@AshwiniVaishnaw

With 25.4 billion real-time online 
transactions in 2020, India has 

surpassed China and the US. India’s 
rapid increase in digital payments 

shows that more and more people are 
moving towards electronic transactions 
leaving behind paper based payments 

system. #DigitalIndia

Dharmendra Pradhan  
@dpradhanbjp

Integration of education and skills 
involving schools, higher education 

institutions, ITIs and PMKKs will 
improve employability of our youth and 

build global competence.

TOP TWEET

QUOTA IN 
MEDICAL 
ADMISSIONS 
A BOON FOR 
OBCS & EWS

rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has strong-
ly backed OBCs in 
politics, a move 
which helped him 

trump the Samajwadi Party in 
Uttar Pradesh in 2017 when the 
BJP won 312 seats. When ana-
lysts were busy assessing the 
level of  disenchantment of  Brah-
mins with the Yogi Adityanath 
government, the prime minister 
allotted berths to seven MPs 
from UP. Six of  them belonged to 
the OBC and SC categories.

In another bold step the Central 
government has announced 27 
percent OBC and 10 per cent quota 
for the Economically Weaker Sec-
tions in the All-India Quota 
Scheme for various undergradu-
ate and post-graduate medical and 
dental courses. The quota’s exten-
sion to state medical colleges will 
benefit around 4000 OBC and 1000 
EWS students every year.

One should not look at it from 
a political angle but fulfillment 
of  a long-standing commitment 
made to OBCs and EWS will give 
the BJP a strong hand to take on 
its political rivals in UP Assem-
bly elections in 2021.

P

Promoted by First India 
News International Pvt. Ltd.

merica and India 
take pride in be-
ing two of  the 
world’s biggest 
d e m o c r a c i e s . 

Both, however, are riddled 
with flaws making it diffi-
cult to say which is better. 
Widely prevalent racism in 
the US has allowed police 
brutality against blacks over 
the years. In a rare instance 
of  justice a white police of-
ficer, Derek Chauvin, was 
convicted and jailed for mur-
dering George Floyd, a black 
youth. In India the death of  
Jesuit priest Stan Swamy’s 
death in prison after being 
denied bail. The US State De-
partment’s Office of  Inter-
national Religious Freedom 
called for respecting the “vi-
tal role of  human rights” in 
healthy democracy. Indian 
authorities refused to com-

ment on Swamy’s death.
In this backdrop India and 

the United States discussed 
democratic deficit in veiled 
terms with Minister for Ex-
ternal Affairs S. Jaishankar 
holding his ground against 
Secretary of  State Antony J. 
Blinken. Blinken pointed to 
“democratic recession” and 

“rising global threats to de-
mocracy and international 
freedoms”. He called for sus-
tained effort to “form a more 
perfect Union” inherent in 
the “promise of  democracy”. 
Jaishankar responded by 
saying that the “quest for a 
more perfect union” applies 
to other democracies as 
much as it does to India.

The furore raging over 
Pegasus spyware being used 
to snoop on people other than 
terrorists and scamsters in 
violation of  their right to pri-
vacy must have also weighed 
on Blinken’s mind when he 
referred to “democratic re-
cession”. For democratically 
elected leaders it is safer to 
spy on important people and 
remain in power than to re-
spect people’s constitutional 
rights and be praised for lib-
eral views. 

DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT 
IS HERE TO STAY

The furore raging over 
Pegasus spyware being 
used to snoop on people 

other than terrorists 
and scamsters in 

violation of their right 
to privacy must have 

also weighed on Blinken’s 
mind when he referred to 
“democratic recession”

A

ith the trillions of  USD worth 
of  precious metals, minerals 
in its belly, Afghanistan has 
become the most coveted des-
tination for the “fortune seek-
ers of  natural wealth” in glob-
al politics, especially China.

The world has witnessed 
hectic diplomatic exercises 
during the last week of  July, 
the issue was to usher in 
peace in the war-ravaged 
country, but the world powers 
were also eying for a “future 
set up” amicable to their 
long-term interests, both fi-
nancial and strategic.

Amidst the reports of  Tali-
ban leaders’ successful visit 
to China, Russian military 
exercises on the Afghani-
stan’s western borders were 
announced , and the US Sec-
retary of  State, Antony Bilkin 
arrives in New Delhi for his 
two-day sojourn, while the US 
Defence Secretary, LIyod Aus-
tin, was in Singapore to as-
sess and supervise the USA’s 
forces to keep “peace” in the 
Indo-Pacific region.

During this crucial week, 
the Chinese foreign Minister, 
Wang Yi, spreads the red car-
pet to welcome the nine-
member delegation of  the 
Afghan Taliban led by Abdul 
Ghani Biradar, the chief  ne-
gotiator at the Doha, at Tian-

jin, 100 kilometres off  he 
capital, Beijing. A Pakistani 
delegation simultaneously 
arrives in Washington to en-
sure “peaceful transition” of  
Kabul and other urban cen-
tres to the Taliban. The Paki-
stani delegation comprising 
the Pakistani National Secu-
rity advisor, Moeed Yusuf, 
and the Inter-Services Intel-
ligence (ISI) chief, Faiz Ha-
mid, had met senior officials 
of  the Pentagon and the 
White House. As expected, 
the American side reiterated 
that the Taliban should work 
for ‘sharing power’ with the 
Ghani government in Kabul.

During his first official visit 
to China, Biradar has report-
edly assured Wang Yi that 
Taliban would not promote 
insurgency in the Pre-domi-
nant Muslim areas of  western 
China. China has just 76 kilo-
metres long border with Af-
ghanistan and there are re-
ports that hundreds of  Uyghur 
Muslims are fighting along 
with Taliban forces. China is 
averse to deploying its Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
in the rugged high altitude on 
the border, but it is keen that 
like Turkey, Taliban too should 
handover Uyghur Jihadis to 
the PLA. Interestingly, the 
Chinese leaders though averse 
to give any religious freedom 
to Muslim in their country 
find themselves quite at home 
with Jihadis of  Pakistan and 
now it has no hesitancy to tied-
up with Taliban to access the 
mineral wealth of  the country.

Before hosting the Taliban 
delegation, Wang Yi had sum-

moned his Pakistani counter-
part, Mehmud Qureshi, to 
Beijing to promote Chinese 
interests in the region as a 
“Trojan Horse’’, and was 
asked “to do more”, if  it want-
ed access to the Chinese 
funds. With the growing re-
luctance of  the US-led west 
and the Arab world to fund 
Pakistan, it has little option 
but to succumb to the Chi-
nese demands. Earlier, Paki-
stan was clandestinely serv-
ing Taliban forces as the con-
duit to the “Qatar Funds’, 
‘Chinese weapons and ammu-
nitions and also had ensured 
adequate share in the drug 
trafficking through Karachi 
sea-port. It has been well-doc-
umented by the British au-
thor, Andrew Small. In his 
book, “China-Pakistan Axis” 
published in 2015, he had cau-
tioned the world about the 
new-geo-political alliance in 
the region. He had predicted 
that Pakistan, though ideo-
logically different from Chi-
na, would be serving the com-
munist giant.

However, a fragile attempt 
was also being made to save 
Pakistan from the Dragon, 
when the National Security 
advisor of  the Kabul govern-
ment, Hamdullah Mohib, met, 
Nawaz Sharif, now exiled in 
London. The three-time prime 
minister, Sharif, was ousted 
by the military establishment 
by implicating him in false 
corruption cases and had got 
him convicted by manipulat-
ing the higher judiciary. It is 
also stated that this crucial 
meeting was arranged by Sau-
di Arabia. A Saudi diplomat 
had advised Nawaz to hold the 
meeting, which is being seen 
as an attempt to signal China 
and the Pakistani army that 
only an effective political lead-
er might serve the “interest of  
peace” at this crucial period 
and save Pakistan, which is 
inching towards a grave po-
litical and economic crisis. 
Nawaz Sharif  has reportedly 
told the Kabul representative 
that the Pakistani people want 
peaceful ties with Afghani-
stan. Earlier, a few months 
ago an Afghan government 
representative had met the 
former prime minister on be-
half  of  the Afghan President 
Ashraf  Ghani to convey re-
gards to Nawaz and to ask 
about his well-being. 

Welcoming the gains of  
Taliban in Afghanistan, the 
leader of  the Tehreek-e-Tali-
ban of  Pakistan (TTP), Nur 
Masood, in an interview to a 
western channel, has stated 
that “now our agenda is to 
establish a Sharia-based Is-
lamic regime in Pakistan too. 
“ He also claimed that TTP’s 
volunteers have been fighting 
along with the Afghan Tali-
ban and they would now help 
TTP to establish an Islamic 
regime in Pakistan too. It has 
caused as expected panic in 
the civil society of  Pakistan.

During the high-level visit 
of  the Afghan Taliban’s visit 
to China, Russia moves its 
tanks to the Afghan borders. 
The movement of  the Russian 
troops is taking place follow-
ing the entry of  more than 
1000 Afghan Government 
troops in the Tajikistan bor-
der earlier this month, who 
had taken refuge in the neigh-
bouring country. The pro-
posed joint exercise would 
take place at the famous Harb-
Maidon during August 5-10. 
The situation is quite fluid 
and India and USA are keenly 
monitoring the situation. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

INDIA-US ON THE  
SAME PAGE
Dragon’s secret love for Taliban is now exposed, asks Pakistan to serve as Trojan horse

W

Amidst the reports of 
Taliban leaders’ successful 

visit to China, Russian 
military exercises on the 

Afghanistan’s western 
borders were announced , 

and the US Secretary of 
State, Antony Bilkin arrives 

in New Delhi for his two-
day sojourn, while the US 
Defence Secretary, LIyod 

Austin, was in Singapore to 
assess and supervise the 

USA’s forces to keep “peace” 
in the Indo-Pacific region

Chinese leaders though 
averse to give any religious 
freedom to Muslim in their 
country find themselves 

quite at home with Jihadis 
of Pakistan and now it has 
no hesitancy to tied-up 
with Taliban to access 

the mineral wealth  
of the country

GOPAL MISRA
The writer is accredited as a Journalist  

of Long and distinguished service with the 
Press Information Bureau of the Information 

and Broadcasting Ministry
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Anita Hada

New Delhi:  The Con-
gress-led UPA, now a 
day, is not the old strong-
hold of  politics and 
power rather a dilapi-
dated facade of  once 
reigning force of  the 
nation. Barring a hand-
ful of  major political 
players, there is not 
much to write about in 
UPA, which is trying to 
find its relevence in the 
current political land-
scape.

In fact, parties that 
are not part of  the UPA 
have started calling out 
for a new alliance of  op-
position parties. For ex-
ample Congress’ ‘ally’ 

in Maharashtra, Shiv 
Sena, whose MP  Sanjay 
Raut gave the clarion 
call for a new opposition 
stressing that UPA has 
become defunct. Nota-
bly, Sena and Congress 
are part of  the Mahavi-
kas Aghadi government 
in Maharashtra. 

Moreover, another 
constituent of  the MVA, 
the NCP, is definitely a 
constituent party in the 
Congress-led UPA but 
its leaders are behaving 
completely differently 
as Sharad Pawar and 
his close leaders are try-
ing to form a separate 
opposition alliance. Pa-
war recently met Prime 
Minister and there was 

speculation about ‘vari-
ous possibilities’. 

And even being part 
of  UPA, Sharad Pawar 
has made several re-
marks on Rahul Gandhi, 
due to which the leaders 
of  the new generation of  
Congress are angry with 
him. So, in a way, the 
NCP is different from it 
despite being in the UPA. 
Similarly, both the re-
gional parties of  Uttar 
Pradesh are in opposi-
tion and both have politi-
cal commonality with 
Congress, but neither of  
them - Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) and  Sama-
jwadi Party (SP - is in 
UPA. 

At present, the biggest 

face of  opposition poli-
tics is that of  Mamta Ba-
nerjee and her Trina-
mool Congress is the 
largest party of  the op-
position, but Didi too is 
not a part of  UPA. 

The Congress formed a 
coalition with JDS in 
Karnataka but JDS too is 
not a part of  the UPA. 
The Congress has good-
will with the Left parties. 
It had given outside sup-

port to the UPA-I govern-
ment and both the par-
ties have been fighting 
the Bengal assembly 
elections together for 
two terms. But the left 
too, is out of  UPA’s ambit.

Another major oppo-
sition party is Aam Aad-
mi Party but that too is 
not in UPA. DMK, RJD 
and JMM; these are the 
only three big parties, 
which are in UPA and 
their leaders attend UPA 
meetings. Apart from 
these, some other small 
parties are definitely in 
the UPA which takes the 
numbers to 40, but these 
parties do not have any 
special meaning. 

Therefore, the Con-

gress should form a 
fresh alliance and the 
parties who believe in 
the leadership of  the 
Congress should be in-
cluded in it.

The problem with 
Congress in rebuilding 
the UPA structure or 
forming a new alliance 
is that most opposition 
leaders have a problem 
with Rahul Gandhi. 
Leaders of  most major 
parties are not ready to 
accept Rahul as their 
leader. Some people 
have their own ambi-
tions, and question put-
ting Rahul over them-
selves; then there are 
some people who have 
started believing the 

campaign done by the 
BJP against Rahul is 
right. Keep in mind that 
the BJP has established 
Rahul Gandhi as ‘Pap-
pu’ with the help of  its 
IT cell in the last seven 
years. BJP leaders fight 
only with Rahul Gandhi 
by all means, and are 
also engaged in proving 
him that he is not worth 
anyone. The BJP has 
created an impression 
that the BJP benefits 
from the existence of  
Rahul Gandhi, the poli-
tician. Leaders of  many 
opposition parties con-
sider this to be true and 
they feel that staying 
with Rahul can harm 
them.

Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi in conversation.

Where is the Cong-led UPA? Is it really losing its relevance?

New Delhi: With seven prominent leaders from 
the Congress joining the Trinamool Congress 
in Tripura, the ruling party of West Bengal said 
that the state committee of the Tripura unit of 
Trinamool would be announced on Monday after 
the party’s National General Secretary Abhishek 
Banerjee arrives in the BJP-ruled state. Cong 
leaders Subal Bhowmik, Prakash Das, Md Idrish 
Mia, Tapan Dutta, Panna Deb, Debnath, and 
Bikas Das, joined the Trinamool on Thursday.

CONG LEADERS JOIN TMC IN 
TRIPURA; UNIT TO BE ANNOUNCED

New Delhi: Delhi HC on Friday granted time to 
Whatsapp and Facebook to fi le their responses 
over notices issued to them by Competition Com-
mission of India. Division Bench is hearing the 
petitions of Whatsapp and Facebook challenging 
the single-judge bench, which had dismissed 
their pleas challenging a CCI order for an inves-
tigation into the messaging app’s new privacy 
policy. Bench granted time to petitioners WA and 
FB to fi le their response over notice.

DELHI HC GRANTS TIME TO WA, FB TO 
FILE RESPONSES ON CCI’S NOTICES

New Delhi: Days after a Jharkhand Judge was 
killed in an alleged hit-and-run incident, Ad-
ditional District and Sessions Judge (ADJ) 
Mohd Ahmed Khan, posted in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Fatehpur, was injured when a speeding vehicle 
rammed into his car in Kaushambhi district. The 
accident took place on Thursday night when the 
ADJ was returning from Prayagraj to Fatehpur. 
Judge Khan’s gunner was also hurt in the 
accident, reports said.

ADJ INJURED IN ACCIDENT, CLAIMS 
ATTEMPT TO MURDER

CRUCIAL READ

STATEMENT TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT: 
GOA CM ON RAPE COMMENT

K’TAKA CM BASAVARAJ BOMMAI 
MEETS AMIT SHAH IN DELHI

SIXTY-THREE DISTRICTS IN COUNTRY 
WITHOUT BLOOD BANKS, MANDAVIYA

Slammed for urging parents to introspect about al-
lowing minors to hang out at beaches after nightfall, 

after the rape of two minor 
girls, Goa Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant on Friday 
claimed that his statement 
was taken out of context. 
“My statement about the 
unfortunate incident was 

taken out of context. Both as head of a responsible 
government and as a father of a 14-year-old daugh-
ter, I was deeply pained and disturbed.”

New Delhi: Newly appointed Chief Minister of Kar-
nataka Basavaraj Bommai meets Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh and Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah in Delhi on Friday. 
Basavraj Bommai is on 
a two-day visit to the 
national capital.  “Met the 
Chief Minister of Karna-

taka Basavaraj Bommai. My best wishes to him 
and his team in taking the state to newer heights” 
tweeted Amit Shah.

New Delhi: There are 3,500 licensed blood banks in 
the country and 63 districts are without the facil-

ity, Union Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya told 
LS on Friday. Elaborating 
on the steps taken or pro-
posed by the government 
to set up blood banks 
in each district of the 

country, Mandaviya said there must be at least one 
licensed blood bank in every district while avoiding 
clustering of the blood banks in urban areas.

PLEASE LET SESSION 
RUN SMOOTHLY: JOSHI
Both houses of Parl witnessing adjournments since the beginning
New Delhi: Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi on 
Friday urged Opposi-
tion leaders not to cre-
ate ruckus in Parlia-
ment and let the mon-
soon session run 
smoothly.

“Yesterday too I re-
quested them not to 
create a ruckus. Today 
again I am asking them 
to let the Parliament 
session run smoothly. 
They should give their 
views on the bills being 
presented in the hous-
es,” Joshi said.

His statement came 
after both houses of  
Parliament witnessing 
adjournments since 
the beginning of  the 
session amid contin-
ued ruckus of  Opposi-

tion leaders over vari-
ous issues.

Meanwhile, MPs 
from Congress, the Shi-
romani Akali Dal 
(SAD) and Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BSP) con-
tinued their protest at 
Parliament over the 
three agriculture laws.

“The Centre should 
be ashamed for lying. 
How can they say that 
the farm laws were 
passed after the discus-
sion? Eighteen parties 
opposed the three black 
laws in Rajya Sabha 
then also the Centre 
passed the laws. In the 

December session, 
they didn’t hold talks 
on farm laws and they 
are doing the same dur-
ing the monsoon ses-
sion. Since the begin-
ning of  the session I 
am giving adjourn-
ment notice and I will 
continue to give till the 
centre agrees to hold 
talks on it,” SAD MP 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
told ANI.

The Monsoon ses-
sion of  the Parliament, 
which started on July 
19th, will conclude on 
August 13.The opposi-
tion parties have been 
forcing adjournments 
in both Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha over 
several issues since the 
beginning of  this ses-
sion.  —ANI

Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Pralhad Joshi speaks in 
Lok Sabha during the Monsoon session of Parliament. 

—PHOTO BY ANI/LSTV

IN THE COURTYARD

SC TO HEAR EX-MAH HM 
ANIL DESHMUKH’S PLEA

SC DEFERS HEARING IN 
ITALY MARINES CASE

LICENSES OF KHAN CHACHA, 
TOWN HALL CANCELLED

‘NEWS BASED ON POLICE 
SOURCES NOT MALICIOUS’

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
Friday said that it would hear on 

August 3 the 
plea fi led by 
the former 
Maharashtra 
Home Minister 
Anil Deshmukh 
seeking protec-

tion from ‘coercive action’ in a money 
laundering case. A Bench headed by 
Justice AM Khanwilkar posted the 
plea for August 3 along with similar 
petitions seeking no coercive action in 
money laundering cases. 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
Friday deferred the hearing of the 
case against the two Italian Marines 
accused of killing two Indian fi sher-
men on the west coast of Kerala on 
August 2, 2012. An apex court bench 
headed by Justice Indira Banerjee 
was hearing the petitions, seeking a 
stay of the disbursement of com-
pensation to the families of the two 
Kerala fi shermen killed in the case. 
Earlier, on June 15, the apex court 
had accepted the compensation of Rs 
10 crore deposited by the Republic 
of Italy.

New Delhi: Businessman Navneet 
Kalra, who is an accused in oxygen 

concentrator 
black marketing 
case, Friday in-
formed the Delhi 
High Court that 
the registration 
certifi cate to 

run his restaurants ‘Khan Chacha’ and 
‘Town Hall’ in upscale Khan Market has 
been cancelled by the authorities. The 
court was hearing Kalra’s petition chal-
lenging a show cause notice and order 
suspending the registration certifi cate.

Mumbai: The Bombay HC on Friday 
while hearing actor Shilpa’s defamation 
case said that news reports based on 
police sources cannot be termed as 
malicious and defamatory.  The court 
further told the plaintiff’s lawyer that 
what the actor was expecting from it 
will have serious consequences on the 
freedom of the press. “Now do you 
expect the court to sit back and check 
what sources media houses?” the court 
told Shilpa’s lawyer. The court further 
said, “What you are expecting me to do 
will have very serious consequences on 
freedom of press.”  —PTI

Pegasus major issue, 
Centre curtailing 
freedom: Kharge
New Delhi: Terming the 
Pegasus row a “major is-
sue of  national security”, 
senior Congress leader 
and Leader of  the Opposi-
tion in Rajya Sabha, Ma-
likarjun Kharge on Fri-
day accused the Centre of  
not allowing a debate and 
discussion on multiple is-
sues ranging from farm-
ers, inflation, Mizoram-
Assam border dispute, 
and Chinese aggression.

He also said that the 
Pegasus issue is a matter 
of  people’s freedom and ac-
cused the Central govern-
ment of  curtailing it in a 
democratic set-up.

Speaking to ANI, 
Kharge said, “The Opposi-
tion wants a debate on the 
Pegasus issue. There are 
other issues as well which 
include farmers, infla-
tion, Mizoram-Assam bor-
der dispute, Chinese ag-
gression. These are among 
many those issues which 
the government does not 
want to discuss and is not 
allowing a debate upon 
them. Pegasus is a big is-
sue raising concerns over 
national security. It is also 
a matter of  people’s free-
dom, it is being curtailed 
in a democratic set-up.”

Malikarjun Kharge

SC TO HEAR PLEA 
OF JOURNALISTS

Pak summons 
Indian diplomat 
over India’s poll 
comments 
Islamabad: Pakistan 
on Friday summoned a 
top diplomat of  the 
Indian High Commis-
sion here to convey its 
“rejection” of  India’s 
comments on the 
recently concluded 
elections in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir 
(PoK).

The Indian Charge d’ 
Affaires was sum-
moned to the Ministry 
of  Foreign Affairs to 
convey Pakistan’s com-
plete rejection of  
India’s protest and to 
reiterate Pakistan’s 
clear and consistent 
position on the Jammu 
and Kashmir dispute, 
Foreign Office said 
here in a statement.

Govt ready to discuss issues 
raised by Opposition: Tomar
New Delhi: Union Ag-
riculture Minister Nar-
endra Singh Tomar on 
Friday that govern-
ment is ready to speak 
on every issue raised 
by the opposition.

“Opposition fre-
quently disrupts the 
Parliament proceed-
ings on several issues 
but the Government 
and PM Narendra Modi 
have always made it 
clear that it is ready to 
hold discussions over 
important issues 
raised by the opposi-
tion, including the 
farm laws,” Tomar 
said. Emphasising that 
Opposition must be 
present in the Parlia-
ment for discussions to 
happen, he said,”If  

they (Opposition) give 
importance to a cer-
tain issue, they should 
come for the discus-
sions. Government is 
ready for discussions 
anytime.”

Earlier today, several 
MPs were seen protest-
ing inside the Parlia-
ment premises near 
the Gandhi statue.

Narendra Singh Tomar

MALLIKARJUN 
MEETS LEADERS
New Delhi: Leader of 
Opp in RS Mallikarjun 
Kharge and leaders 
of Opp parties held 
a meeting at LoP’s 
offi ce in Parl amid the 
ongoing monsoon 
session. Earlier, he 
said that the opp 
wants to discuss the 
snooping row.

PROTEST OVER 
FARM LAWS
New Delhi: Sev-
eral Opp Members of 
Parliament on Friday 
were seen protesting 
against the three farm 
laws introduced by 
the Central govern-
ment last year inside 
the Parl premises 
here amid the ongo-
ing monsoon.
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New Delhi: Supreme Court on Friday conducted its 
first physical hearing in a case after a gap of over 
16 months. Since beginning of lockdown in March 
last year, SC has been taking up matters through 
video conferencing. On July 2, a bench comprising 
Justices L. Nageswara Rao and S Ravindra Bhat had 
recorded in its order that parties in a criminal appeal 
have voluntarily agreed to appear physically in court 
to argue the matter on July 30. On Friday, counsel 
involved in the matter appeared physically before 
a bench of Justices L Nageswara Rao & Aniruddha 
Bose. SC in its order said, “The learned counsel for 
the parties are physically present today. Parties to 
appear physically on the next date of hearing.”

FIRST PHYSICAL HEARING IN SC 
AFTER A GAP OF 16 MONTHS

Jammu: The rescue operation to locate 20 people 
missing after a cloudburst in a village in Jammu 

and Kashmir’s Kisht-
war resumed Friday 
after remaining 
suspended for hours 
together owing to 
inclement weather, 
officials said. Seven 
persons were found 
dead and 17 others 

were rescued in an injured condition after the 
remote Honzar village was hit by flash floods.

J&K CLOUDBURST: RESCUE OPERATION 
RESUMES TO TRACE 20 MISSING

New Delhi: Raj Singh Gehlot, Chairman of the 
Ambience Group of Companies who has been ar-

rested by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), siphoned off a loan 
amount by diverting the funds 
for other purposes, such as to 
settle the loans of other group 
firms, making Fixed Deposits, as 
well as diversion of materials to 
other projects. The ED probe also 

found that he had diverted Rs 469 cr to entities 
and individuals.

CHAIRMAN OF THE AMBIENCE GROUP OF 
COMPANIES DIVERTED RS 469CR LOAN 

New Delhi: Supreme Court Friday said it cannot 
quash at behest of a third party FIRs lodged for 
allegedly pasting posters critical of PM Narendra 
Modi in connection with vaccination drive, as it 
will set a very wrong precedent in criminal law. A 
bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud and M R Shah 
allowed petitioner-in-person, advocate Pradeep 
Kumar Yadav, to withdraw the plea but clarified 
that the dismissal of the petition will not come in 
the way of a genuinely aggrieved person approach-
ing the court for quashing of the FIR. Yadav said 
he filed the case details as the court had asked 
for it, and sought permission to withdraw his PIL, 
which the court allowed him to do so.

ANTI-MODI POSTERS: CAN’T QUASH 
FIRs ON 3RD PARTY BEHEST, SAYS SC

CRUCIAL READ

Delta may...
were first reported by 
The Washington Post 
on Thursday.

Dr Rochelle P Walen-
sky, the director of  the 
CDC, acknowledged on 
Tuesday that vaccinat-
ed people with so-called 
breakthrough infec-
tions of  the Delta vari-
ant carry just as much 
virus in the nose and 
throat as unvaccinated 
people and may spread 
it just as readily, if  less 
often.

But the internal doc-
ument lays out a broad-
er and even grimmer 
view of  the variant.

The Delta variant is 
more transmissible 
than the viruses that 
cause MERS, SARS, 
Ebola, the common 
cold, the seasonal flu 
and smallpox, and it is 
as contagious as chick-
enpox, according to the 
document, a copy of  
which was also ob-
tained by NYT.

Dhanbad judge...
and DGP Jharkhand to 
submit a report in a 
week’s time on the sta-
tus of  investigation on 
the sad demise of  Judge 
Uttam Anand,” said the 
bench.

FROM PG 1

CBSE 12 RESULTS: 99.37% STUDENTS 
CLEAR EXAM; GIRLS OUTSHINE BOYS
While 38,686 students scored 95% last year, this year 70,004 have
New Delhi: Over 80 per 
cent more students 
compared to last year 
have scored above 95 
per cent marks in class 
12 while the number of  
candidates scoring be-
tween 90 to 95 per cent 
has gone down by over 
five per cent, according 
to the Central Board of  
Secondary Education 
(CBSE).

The results an-
nounced by the board 
on Friday showed that 
the number of  candi-
dates scoring above 95 
per cent has increased 
from 38,686 last year to 
70,004 this time.

However, the number 
of  students scoring be-
tween 90-95 per cent has 

gone down from 1,57,934 
last year to 1,50,152 this 
time.

A total of  13.69 lakh 

regular candidates had 
registered for the class 
12 exam this year.

The board has an-

nounced the results this 
year on basis of  an  
alternate assessment  
policy.  —PTI

EACH OF YOU A POWERHOUSE 
OF TALENT: NARENDRA MODI 
New Delhi: Congrat-
ulating the students 
who passed their 
Class XII CBSE ex-
ams, PM Modi Friday 
said the batch that ap-
peared for the boards 
this year did so under 
unprecedented cir-
cumstances caused 
by the Covid pandem-
ic. The education 
world witnessed 
many changes 
through the year gone 
by, yet these students 
adapted to the new 
normal and gave their 
best, he said, adding 
that he was proud of  

them.
Those who feel they 

could have worked 
harder or performed 
better can learn from 
this experience and 
hold their head high, 
Modi said, tweeting 
his words of  encour-
agement.

A bright and oppor-
tunity-filled future 
awaits them, he said, 
adding that each of  
them is a powerhouse 
of  talent. “Congratu-
lations to my young 
friends who have suc-
cessfully passed,”  
he said.  —ANI

Happy students posing for shutterbugs post declaration of result.

India-China 12th 
round talks today

New Delhi: India and 
China will hold the 12th 
round of  Corps Com-
mander-level talks on 
Saturday aimed at dis-
cussing disengagement 
from the remaining 
friction points in the 
Eastern Ladakh sector 
Army sources said.

India and China have 
already disengaged 
from the banks of  Pan-
gong lake after exten-
sive talks and the Gogra 
Heights and Hot 
Springs areas are left to 
be resolved as these 
friction points were cre-
ated post-Chinese ag-
gression last year. Ac-
cording to Army sourc-
es, the 12th round of  
Corps Commander lev-
el talks between India 
and China is scheduled 
to be held in Moldo on 
the Chinese side of  the 

Line of  Actual Control 
around 10:30 am.

“12th round of  Corps 
Commander level talks 
between India and Chi-
na to be held in Moldo 
on the Chinese side of  
the Line of  Actual Con-
trol around 10:30 am. 
India and China expect-
ed to discuss disengage-
ment from the Hot 
Springs and Gogra 
Heights areas,” Indian 
Army sources said.

The two countries 
have been engaged in a 
military standoff  for al-
most a year but disen-
gaged from the most 
contentious Pangong 
lake area last month af-
ter extensive talks at 
both military and po-
litical levels.

Earlier, India and 
China held 11 rounds of  
talks       —ANI

Indian army & Chinese PLA officers in discussion.  —FILE PHOTO

Everyone must work together 
to save democracy: Mamata
New Delhi: Calling her 
Delhi visit successful, 
West Bengal Chief  
Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Friday said 
the Opposition needs to 
work together to 
save democracy.

Briefing me-
diapersons be-
fore leaving 
Delhi, the Tri-
namool Con-
gress supremo 
said, “It was a success-
ful visit. The Opposi-
tion needs to get united. 
I met several leaders. 
The outcome is good. 
We met for political 
purpose. Democracy 
must go on. We need to 

work together to save 
democracy. Our slogan 
is ‘save democracy save 
the country’.”

“We want develop-
ment for all...Farmers 
are on road. My support 
for farmers will always 

be there. My concern is 
for rising petrol diesel 
price, unemployment, 
COVID...Next time I 
will meet Sharad Pa-
war. We will come here 
every two months,” 
added Banerjee.

Inflation is ‘indiscriminate tax 
collection’ of Centre, says Rahul
New Delhi: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Friday slammed the 
Centre over rising infla-
tion, saying that it is 
actually the indiscrimi-
nate tax collection of  
the central govern-
ment.

In a tweet in Hindi, 
Rahul Gandhi said, 
“Everything is getting 
expensive -- consumers 
are upset. But, is it, get-
ting any benefit to the 
small producers, shop-
keepers or farmers? No! 
Because this inflation is 
actually the indiscrimi-
nate tax collection of  
PM Modi’s government. 
(Sab saamaan mahanga 
hota ja raha hai- upb-
hokta pareshaan hain. 

Lekin kya isaka thoda 
bhee faayada chhote ut-
paadak, dukaanadaar 
ya kisaan ko ho raha 
hai? Nahin! Kyunki ye 
mahangai asal mein 
Modi Sarkar kee and-
haadhundh tax vasooli 
hai.)”  —ANI

Rahul Gandhi

BJP Parl party 
meeting to be 
held on August 3

Comment row: 
Delhi HC notice 
to Ramdev

Jhunjhunwala’s airline 
may help Boeing India
Mumbai: Billionaire 
Rakesh Jhunjhunwa-
la’s plan to launch an 
ultra-low-cost airline 
could give plane-maker 
Boeing a chance to re-
gain lost ground in In-
dia after the fall of  one 
of  its biggest custom-
ers, Jet Airways, two 
years ago, industry ex-
ecutives say. 
Jhunjhunwala, known 
as India’s Warren Buf-
fett for his successful 
stock investments, 
plans to team up with 
former CEOs of  IndiGo, 
the country’s biggest 
carrier, and Jet Air-
ways to tap into demand 
for domestic air travel.

While plans to launch 

Akasa Air come at a 
time when India’s avia-
tion industry is reeling 
from the impact of  the 
pandemic, with airlines 
losing billions of  dol-
lars, the sector’s long-
term prospect makes it 
a hot market for 
planemakers Boeing 
and Airbus. “There will 
be a big fight between 
Airbus and Boeing,” 
said Nitin Sarin, man-
aging partner at law 
firm Sarin & Co, which 
advises lessors and air-
lines. Boeing did not 
comment on Akasa’s 
plans, but in a state-
ment it said it always 
sought new opportuni-
ties.

New Delhi:  Amid the 
ongoing Monsoon Ses-
sion of  Parliament, the 
BJP Parliamentary par-
ty meeting is scheduled 
to be held on August 3 in 
Parliament.

The BJP had also 
held a Parliamentary 
party meeting on July 
27 which was chaired by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

In the meeting, PM 
Modi had asked 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
MPs to expose the oppo-
sition parties as they 
were not letting the Par-
liament conduct any 
business, sources said. 
The Monsoon Session 
commenced on July 19.

New Delhi: A single-
judge bench of  Delhi 
HC Justice C Haris-
hankar issued notice to 
Baba Ramdev on Friday 
asking him to file a re-
ply to a petition filed by 
the Resident Doctors 
Association of  All India 
Institute of  Medical 
Science against his con-
troversial statement on 
allopathy.

The association has 
approached Delhi HC 
seeking a permanent 
and mandatory injunc-
tion against defendant 
Ramdev for his state-
ment on allopathy. The 
bench issued notice to 
Ramdev and other de-
fendants and listed the 
matter for August 10.

CII, Serum to 
accelerate vax 
in rural areas
New Delhi: The 
Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) 
announced on Friday 
that it has entered 
into an agreement 
with Serum Institute 
of India (SII) to ac-
celerate vaccination 
against COVID-19 
in partnership with 
industry members, 
including healthcare 
providers. The vac-
cination drive will 
target communities in 
small towns and rural 
areas of the country.

It was a successful visit. The Opposition 
needs to get united. I met several leaders. 
The outcome is good. We met for political 

purpose. Democracy must go on. We 
need to work together to save democ-

racy. Our slogan is ‘save democ-
racy save the country. We want 
development for all...Farmers 
are on road. My support for 
farmers will always be there.

Maha CM Uddhav, Fadnavis 
visit flood-affected areas
Mumbai: Maharashtra 
Chief  Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray and opposi-
tion leader Devendra 
Fadnavis are in the 
flood-hit Kolhapur dis-
trict on Friday. Howev-
er, both the leaders are 
travelling separately. It 
is just a coincidence 
that they are touring 
the same flood-hit dis-
trict today.

Thackeray set out 
from Mumbai by heli-
copter to Kolhapur, 
which is amongst the 
three worst-hit districts 
of  Western Maharash-
tra, in the morning.

Last week, the CM 
had toured Mahad and 
Chiplum in districts of  
Raigad and Chiplun. 

However, he had to call 
off  his visit to the San-
gli district owing to the 
inclement weather.

Fadnavis, after com-
pleting his tour in San-
gli and Satara districts, 
arrived at Kolhapur on 
late Thursday night and 
is on a three-day visit to 
Western Maharashtra 
to assess and interact 
with flood-affected  
persons.

A SUSSFUL DELHI VISIT: DIDI 

Mamata Banerjee

BRICS states to adopt counter 
terror action plan next month
New Delhi: The Brazil-
Russia-India-China-
South Africa (BRICS) 
counter-terrorism ac-
tion plan will be adopt-
ed at a meeting of  the 
national security advis-
ers of  the grouping 
scheduled for next 
month.

The finalisation of  
the action plan was the 
main outcome of  a vir-
tual meeting of  the 
BRICS counter-terror-
ism working group 
(CTWG) held during 

July 28-29 under the 
chairship of  India, the 
external affairs minis-
try said on Friday. The 
ministry described the 
action plan as one of  the 
key deliverables during 
India’s chairship of  
BRICS in 2021.

The action plan con-
tains specific measures 
to implement the BRICS 
counter-terrorism strat-
egy adopted by leaders 
of  the grouping in 2020. 
It is aimed at strength-
ening result-oriented 

cooperation between 
the BRICS members in 
areas such as prevent-
ing and combating ter-
rorism, radicalisation, 
terror financing, mis-
use of  the internet by 
terrorists, curbing the 
travel of  terrorists, bor-
der controls, protecting 
soft targets, informa-
tion-sharing, capacity-
building, and interna-
tional and regional co-
operation. “The BRICS 
counter-terrorism ac-
tion plan is one of  the 

key deliverables during 
India’s chairship of  
BRICS and will be 
adopted at the meeting 
of  BRICS national secu-
rity advisors scheduled 
next month,” the minis-
try said in a statement.

Mahaveer Singhvi, 
joint secretary for coun-
ter-terrorism in the ex-
ternal affairs ministry, 
chaired the meeting. 
Senior counter-terror-
ism officials from all 
BRICS states joined the 
meeting.  —Agencies



Sri Ganganagar:  Some 
farmers allegedly man-
handled BJP’s Scheduled 
Castes Morcha chief  
Kailash Meghwal and 
tore his clothes in Sri 
Ganganagar district on 
Friday, an incident con-
demned and dubbed as 
unfortunate by the party.

The incident took 
place at Ganga Singh 
Chowk in Sri Gangana-
gar where some farmers 
gathered during the 
BJP’s sit-in over the law 
and order, and water for 
irrigation.

Police had to use mild 
force to disperse the 
farmers. A video of  the 
incident also surfaced on 
social media.

BJP state president 

Satish Poonia and Depu-
ty Leader of  Opposition 
Rajendra Rathore 
termed the incident as 
“unfortunate and con-
demnable”.  —PTI
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Bhilwara: Tension 
prevailed in the area 
after a religious land 
dispute escalated on 
Friday in Mandal town 
of  the district. 

As soon as the police 
got the information, all 
the nearby police sta-
tion force reached the 
spot under the leader-
ship of  Sahara ASP 
Chanchal Mishra. 

The police first tried 
to pacify the matter but 
seeing the tension ris-

ing, it used mild force 
to disperse the crowd. 
In view of  the serious-
ness of  the matter, ad-
ditional forces from the 

district headquarters 
have also been sent to 
the Mandal town.

According to the in-
formation, there is a 

dispute going on in 
Mandal town since 
1977 over a religious 
land.

Two groups are 
against each other 
while the matter is sub 
judice in the court. The 
court has seized this 
land and deposited its 
key in the Mandal po-
lice station. Even 3 
days ago, objectionable 
remarks were made by 
a group on social me-
dia regarding this land. 
The police also took ac-
tion against them. 

First India Bureau 

Bikaner: The police 
was alerted by the inci-
dent of  theft of  jewel-
lery worth Rs 80 lakh in 
Bikaner. Even the po-
lice and ASP of  three 
police stations got in-
volved in the investiga-
tion of  the case, but no 
clue was found. When 
the police strictly inter-

rogated the complain-
ant, it was found that he 
was lying. He sold the 
wife’s jewelry in the 
market and fabricated a 
false story of  the jewel-
ry being stolen out of  
fear of  the father. Now 
the police is going to 
take action against him. 

The incident oc-
curred under the Kot-
wali police station. 

First India Bureau 

Bikaner: The issue of  
the death of  the coun-
cillor’s husband on 
July 27 due to electro-
cution is now hotting 
up in the political cir-
cle. All the councillors 
in the city gave a mem-
orandum against the 
electricity company 
BKCEL to the collec-
tor on Thursday. 

On Friday morning 
registering their an-
ger further, BJP work-
ers staged a sit-in on 
the road and blocked 
the highway in front 
of  the electricity of-
fice on Nokha Road. 

The protesters 
raised slogans against 

the BKCEL, while the 
BJP leaders alleged 
that the company’s 
negligence led to the 
death of  the council-
lor’s husband. 

They said, the com-
plaint about the spark 
in the transformer 
was already registered 
with the BKCEL, how-
ever, they did not rec-
tify the issue in time. 

On the other hand, 
the BKCEL stated that 
the councillor’s hus-
band did not die due to 
current, as they had 
turned off  the power 
supply. The BJP has 
made serious allega-
tions against the MLA 
and Energy Minister 
BD Kalla.

Tension in Mandal town over land 
dispute; police resort to lathi-charge

Promoted by

WANTED ON POLICE RADAR
Shivendra Parmar 

Jaipur: The special 
campaign of  the police, 
to nab the wanted 
criminals, has 
yielded results. 
In just 3 weeks, 
more than 
5,000 wanted 
criminals have 
been arrested in 
the state so 
far.

The campaign was 
started from July 5 on 
the instructions of  
DGP ML Lather. 
Chief  Minister Ashok 

Gehlot has also 
praised the 
campaign, af-

ter which it has 
been extended 
from July 31 to 
August 31.

The police have arrested 4,992 want-
ed criminals while 845 criminals 
have surrendered in court so far. The 
campaign is also successful in the 
sense that the criminals wanted in 
many heinous crimes like rape and 
robbery have also been arrested. The 
police have also arrested 283 crimi-
nals carrying reward on them.

—Ravi Prakash Mehrada, ADG Crime

398
arrest 
warrants

148
narcotics 

and drugs

4108
wanted 

permanent 
warranties

228
attempt to 
murder

45
disturbing 
communal 
harmony

06
jumped parole

04
mob lynching

69
proclaimed 
offenders 
arrested

445
mafroor 
(wanted under 
section 299)

145
assault and dam-

age to govern-
ment property

197
rape and 

POCSO

1507
wanted in 
cases under 
investigation

258
murder 
cases

80
illegal 

fi rearms

Special drive to nab wanted criminals was started on July 5 on instructions of CM Ashok 
Gehlot and in just 3 weeks, more than 5,000 criminals have been arrested in the state so far

Farmers attack BJP SC 
Morcha chief, tear his 
clothes in Sri Ganganagar

Kailash Meghwal with his torn 
kurta after the incident.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The proposed 
plan of  165 km new 
railway line to Nasir-
abad in Ajmer district 
and Chauth ka Bar-
wara in Sawai Mad-
hopur district via 
Tonk, has suffered a 
setback. The Indian 
Railways has decided 
not to implement this 
scheme due to non-
availability of  land 
free of  cost by the state 

government and the 
state not bearing 50 

percent share of  the 
cost. Railway Minister 

Ashwini Vaishnaw
has given this informa-
tion in a written reply 
to a question in the Lok 
Sabha. MP Bhagirath 
Chaudhary asked this 
question. The Railway 
Minister said that a re-
quest was sent from 
the Central govern-
ment to the State gov-
ernment to deposit the 
amount and provide 
free land, but the state 
government did not ac-
cept it.

COOPERATIVE INSPECTORS TO INSPECT 
SOCIETIES FROM AUGUST 1 TO 31
Jaipur: The cooperative inspectors will conduct 
inspections of the cooperative societies from Au-
gust 1 to 31 and submit the report to the depart-
ment by September 15. Registrar- Cooperatives 
Muktanand Agrawal has issued a calendar for the 
inspection of 43 multi state credit co-operative 
societies according to which the inspection will 
take place. Agrawal on Friday chaired a meeting of 
Vigilance Authority constituted to prevent scams 
and irregularities by the co-operative societies.

NEWS DIGEST

MOVE AGAINST CRIMINALS

No land! Rlys dumps 165-km Nasirabad 
to Chauth Ka Barwara rail line project

SCHEME MENTIONED IN THE BUDGET

Man sells wife’s jewellery, 
reports fake theft to police 

Councillor’s husband 
electrocuted: BJP 
workers protest

President of Shivad Samaj Jaipur Naval Jain and General Secretary 
Harish Parashar presenting the fi rst copy of ‘Ghushmeshwar Gatha’ 
book to Governor Kalraj Mishra at Raj Bhawan in Jaipur on Friday.

Heavy police force deployed at the incident site.

Ashwini Vaishnaw



A literate man may or may not 
be able to differentiate between 
good and evil, but an educated 

and wise man will always be able to.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Roles given by High Command acceptable to all: Maken on Pilot
From Pg 1...

and work together with 
the organisation. We 
will soon appoint dis-
trict and block-level 
chiefs in the state”, he 
told reporters. Notably, 
sources reveal that a 
consensus on appoint-
ment of  district presi-
dents has also been 
reached between Mak-
en and PCC Chief  Go-
vind Singh Dotasra and 
a final assent is re-
quired from CM Gehlot. 
It is believed that the 

final list can be released 
within the next 2-3 days.

Maken further said, 
“The ministers also gave 
my own example of  2013, 
when I resigned from 
the post of  Union Minis-
ter in the Manmohan 
Singh government and 
became AICC General 
Secretary in the organi-
zation along with Rahul 
Gandhi. On the same 
lines many ministers 
have said that they are 
ready to work in the or-
ganization, if  needed. I 
am pleasantly surprised 

that there are so many 
of  such ministers.” He is 

now expected to submit 
his report to the party’s 

central leadership in 
New Delhi.

“We mainly discussed 
how we can bring back a 

Congress government in 
2023. In the state execu-
tive meeting also, we dis-
cussed that there should 
be better coordination 
between the government 
and the organisation so 
that together we can 
bring the Congress back 
to power,’’ he said.

Maken appreciated 
the performance of  the 
Ashok Gehlot govern-
ment. ‘’I was told by 
every MLA how amaz-
ing development work 
has been carried out in 
their constituency -- be 

it education, health, 
roads, hospitals. All 
MLAs are satisfied and 
all are moving ahead on 
the path of  develop-
ment,” he said.

Asked about the pos-
sible role for Pilot, who 
was sacked as deputy CM 
and the state unit presi-
dent after he rebelled 
against Gehlot, he said, 
‘’Everyone has faith in 
the high command. Eve-
ryone has said that what-
ever role the high com-
mand decides will be ac-
ceptable to all.”

Jaipur: Rajasthan 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot has exuded con-
fidence that the Con-
gress will return to 
power in the state in 
the 2023 Assembly 
polls.

"Forget, forgive and 
unite. There is no 
dearth of  development 
work in the state. The 
work will continue like 
this.... Have faith. All 
of  you will win (in the 
election) and the Con-
gress will form the 
government in 2023," 
Gehlot said during an 
informal meeting with 
party MLAs at his resi-
dence on Thursday 
night.

The Chief  Minister 
also announced that Rs 3 
crore per MLA will be 
released for COVID-19 
vaccination. The 
amount was withheld 
earlier.

According to the 
Chief  Whip in the State 
Assembly, Mahesh 
Joshi, Gehlot said, "I 
have said this before 
and still say that I will 
work as the guardian 
for everyone. Whatever 
work you want, get it 
done from me."

Joshi said the CM an-
nounced that the with-
held amount of  Rs 3 
crore will be released 
from the MLAs'' fund, 
but he also made it clear 
that of  the total amount 
of  Rs 5 crore, the legisla-
tors will have to put Rs 
2 crore in the health sec-
tor and the remaining 
Rs 3 crore will be spent 
on development work.

Gehlot asked the 
MLAs to print booklets 
on the work done dur-
ing their tenure of  two-
and-a-half  years and 
distribute those among 
the public. The booklets 
will also be given to the 
All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) and 
the Pradesh Congress 
Committee (PCC). —PTI

CONG TO RETAIN POWER IN 
RAJ IN 2023 POLLS: GEHLOT 

CM Ashok Gehlot is Supreme in the state: Dhariwal
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Amid the ongo-
ing exercise by AICC to 
resolve issues in Ra-
jasthan Congress, UDH 
Minister Shanti Dhari-
wal on Friday, while 
speaking about changes 
expected to happen in 
the party organisation 
and government, said,  
“Whatever is there in 

the state is only Ashok 
Gehlot. He is supreme 
in the state,” he said in 
Laxmangarh while on 
his way to Bikaner.

During the Sikar vis-
it, Dhariwal inspected 
the water supply pro-
ject in the city being 
developed at a cost of  Rs 
50 crore in Kumas Jatan 
village and inquired 
about the works from 

RUIDP Director Kumar 
Pal Gautam.

The Minister ex-
pressed displeasure 
over the slow progress 
of  the work and gave 
directions to speed up 
the work. He also con-
ducted a surprise in-
spection at the depart-
mental office and gave 
necessary directions to 
the concerned officials.

Dhariwal informed 
that in order to provide 
drinking water and to 
solve the problem of  
drainage in Laxman-
garh, the department had 
sanctioned Rs 50 crore for 
water supply and Rs 10 
crore for drainage.

He said that the 
scheme is expected to 
be completed by March 
2022.

UDH MInister Shanti Dhariwal inspected the water supply project 
in Sikar on Friday.

Ajay Maken unveils a booklet on completion of 1 year of GS 
Dotasra as State PCC Chief. 

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Officers of  
Rajasthan Adminis-
trative Service (RAS) 
in the state will soon 
get the benefit of  
promotion. 88 offic-
ers of  the Senior Pay 
Scale and 63 officers 
of  the Junior Pay 
Scale will be promot-
ed. CM Ashok Gehlot 
has approved the 
proposals of  review 
promotion to these 
151 officers of  RAS 
on the basis of  sen-
iority-cum-merit in 
the year 2021-22 in 
regular and deferred 
cases during the pre-
vious years. 

According to the 
accepted proposal, 
85 officers of  Senior 
Pay Scale of  RAS 
will get the benefit 
of  review promo-
tion in the year 2021-
22 as regular and 3 
other officers in the 
year 2017-2018, year 

2018-19 and year 
2020-21 as the de-
ferred case. Thus, 62 
officers of  the Jun-
ior Pay Scale will 
receive regular pro-
motion in the year 
2021-22 on the basis 
of  seniority-cum-
merit and one offic-
er will get deferred 
promotion in the 
year 2018-19. 

It is noteworthy 
that in the meeting 
of  the Departmental 
Promotion Commit-
tee (DPC) of  Person-
nel Department 
held in Rajasthan 
Public Service Com-
mission on July 26, 
it was recommend-
ed to promote these 
officers under dif-
ferent pay scales.

151 officers of 
RAS cadre to be 
promoted soon

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Perhaps 
the biggest take 
back from the two 
day long extensive 
exercise carried out 
by the state in-
charge is that the 
party has once 
again united under 
a common umbrel-
la, and well in time 
for the 2023 assem-
bly election. 

The second mes-
sage of  the exercise 
is that Maken has 
been successful in 
establishing the 
pride, authority and 
honour of  the high 
command and as a 
result, after Punjab, 
now high command 
is in a decisive posi-
tion in Rajasthan as 
well. 

Every MLA has 
expressed their loy-
alty to the high com-
mand expressing to 
work according to 
the mandate decided 
by it.

MAKEN ‘CHECKS’ DECLINING 
AUTHORITY OF HIGH COMMAND

PARTY STANDS UNITED FOR 2023

Jaipur: Before the cabinet expansion 
and reshuffl e, on the instructions 
of the Congress High Command, a 
marathon review meeting will be 
held at the CMR today, regard-
ing the work done in the Gehlot 
government on the promises 
made in the manifesto of the 
State Congress. Tamradhwaj 
Sahu, a cabinet minister in the 
Chhattisgarh government 
and chairman of 
the Rajasthan 
Congress’s 
election 
manifesto 
committee, 
is coming 

to Jaipur to chair this meeting. Sahu 
will reach Jaipur from Chhattisgarh 
at 12 noon, wherein, he will  take part 

in review meeting with CM 
Ashok Gehlot, PCC Chief 

Govind Singh Dotasra 
and all the ministers 
regarding the promises 

made in the manifesto 
and their implementa-

tion for 4 consecutive 
hours from 2 pm to 6 pm. 
This will be Sahu’s second 

visit to Jaipur and after 
reviewing the election 
manifesto progress, 
Sahu will leave for Delhi 
at 7 pm. 

Jaipur: The third wave of Corona is 
likely to hit India in September and the 
medical experts believe that the kids 
will be affected the most by it.  On 
Thursday, after the discussion of CM 
Gehlot with expert doctors to control 
the third wave via VC, it is being spec-
ulated that schools in Rajasthan won’t 
be opened till October. Experts have 
suggested not to open schools until 
the vaccine is available for children. 
In the conference, Dr Virendra Singh 
had suggested that vaccine for kids 
will be available by the end of August 
or September, so its better that the 
schools remains shut till then to help 
kids stay safe from the infection.

Jaipur: The Rajasthan government 
has decided to increase the mini-
mum wages in the state, according 
to an offi cial statement. CM Ashok 
Gehlot has approved the proposal 
to increase the minimum wages by 
Rs 27 per day for each category. The 
increased rates will be applicable 
from July 1, 2020, an offi cial state-
ment said. Unskilled workers will now 
get Rs 252 per day or Rs 6,552 per 
month as against the current Rs 225, 
semi-skilled workers will get Rs 264 
per day or Rs 6,864 per month as 
against Rs 237 currently, according 
to a notifi cation issued by the state’s 
labour department. —PTI

AHEAD OF CABINET RESHUFFLE, MARATHON 
REVIEW MEETING TO BE HELD TODAY

CM Ashok Gehlot with PCC Offi ce bearers on Friday wherein, Shanti Dhariwal, Ashok Chandna, 
Subhash Garg, Lal Chand Kataria, NN Meena, Jitendra Singh, Mangilal Garasiya, Dr Mahesh Joshi, 
Mahendra Chaudhary, Naseem Akhtar, Prashant Bairwa, Bhanwar Singh Bhati, Lakhan Meena, Ved 
Prakash Solanki and others. 

3RD WAVE OF COVID: 
SCHOOLS TO REMAIN 
SHUT TILL OCTOBER  

GOVT DECIDES TO 
RAISE MINIMUM 
WAGES IN STATE 

85 RAS officers 
of Senior Pay 
Scale will be 

promoted

CM Ashok Gehlot

WITH 99 MLAs’ SUPPORT..GEHLOT 
STILL THE MOST POPULAR!
The two day long feedback session of Congress 
legislators has resulted in a pleasant development, 
one that will put an end to the now year long strug-

gle that has marred the grand-old-party. According to 
highly placed sources, 99 MLAs have expressed their 
faith in CM Ashok Gehlot’s leadership by going on 
record about the development works conducted by the 
chief minister and how he handled the corona crisis 

in the state. Meanwhile, a dozen MLAs of Pilot camp 
have complained about the ministers. But what is 

interesting is the fact that half a dozen MLAs 
of Pilot camp have suddenly gone silent and 

now everyone awaits the feedback given to 
the high command by Maken.CM Ashok Gehlot

It is not wrong to say that a good result of any 
tough situation, gives a confi dence that can not be 
expressed but only felt. And perhaps it was this 
confi dence that made maken express himself as 
high command’s ‘voice’ when ending his interac-
tion with the media on Friday, the state in charge 
said, “I am Delhi.” An old loyalist of the Gandhi 
family, Maken probably gave the bold statement 
excited by the feeling of always standing for the 
fi rst family of Congress as its vanguard. Interest-
ingly, if the high command accepts Maken’s rec-
ommendations, it will add to Maken’s ‘star-factor’ 

and will be hailed for several years in the 
AICC while reinvigorating the diluted 

authority and stature.

MAKEN’s ‘RAJ’ HANDLING LEADS TO A BUOYANT CONGRESS

Ajay Maken

The IT department of 
Rajasthan government 

is reeling under pressure 
these days as the pace 
with which work was 
being done here earlier, 
has suddenly slowed 
down. Interestingly, IT 
Commissioner Virendra 
Singh, who is on leave 
for a month now, wants 
to return to home cadre 
Maharashtra for which 
Rajasthan government 
has given NOC and now 
Singh is awaiting orders 
in this regard from Central 
DoPT. But in the mean-
time, Singh will head to 

Mussorie 
for a 
mid-ca-
reer four 
week 
training 
from 
August 

2 to August 29. During 
this, the Commission-
er’s charge will remain 
with Abhimanyu Kumar, 
however, Abhimanyu is 
unable to dispose off the 
necessary fi les and there-
fore, the work of both IT 
and Rajcom has come to 
a standstill 

—Rajendra Chhabra

THE CURIOUS CASE OF IT DEPT

MAKEN CHAIRS MEETING AT PCC
Notably, Maken chaired a meeting of party offi ce 
bearers at PCC on Friday where ideas and sugges-
tions on how to strengthen the party for next election 
were discussed. Moreover, on the motion moved by 
PCC vice president and MLA Ramlal Jat, demand was 
raised for arrest of RSS pracharak Nimbaram. During 
the meeting, the party’s candidate that lost the 2018 
assembly election, demanded that their constituen-
cies should also be given preference by the govern-
ment. Meanwhile, a booklet on the completion of one 
year of Govind Singh Dotasra’s term as PCC Chief 
was also released.



A
veritable legend, Kumar acted in more than 
65 films over nearly five decades, playing roles 
that ranged from the iconic to the endearing. 
He was admitted to the hospital on 30 June 

after he complained of  
breathlessness. He had 

been frequently ill 
for months. Ku-

mar is survived 
by his wife, Sai-
ra Banu, a Bol-
lywood actress 
herself. The cou-
ple has no chil-
dren. His burial 
took place in the 
evening. Maha-
rashtra Chief  

Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray assured 

the funeral would 
happen with state hon-

ours. Thackeray and sev-
eral Bollywood stars, in-

cluding Shah Rukh 
Khan and Ranbir 

Kapoor, visited 
K u m a r ’ s 

family to 
pay their 
c o n d o -
lences.

   —Agency

K
areena Ka-
poor Khan 
took to In-
s t a g r a m 

to share the excit-
ing news. The ac-
tor who wel-
comed her second 
son earlier this 
year has now 
come out with 
her book on preg-
nancy. Kareena 
posted, “This has 
been quite the 

journey both my pregnancies and 
writing my Pregnancy Bible. There 

were good days and bad days; 
some days I was raring to go to 
work and others where I strug-

gled to get out of  bed. This 
book is a very personal ac-

count of  what I experi-
enced both physically 

and emotionally 
through both my preg-
nancies. “In many 
ways, this book is 
like my third child 
from conception to 

its birth. Published by 
@juggernaut.in and the 

amazing @chikisarkar, 
I’m proud to share that my 

Pregnancy Bible is vetted and 
approved by FOGSI, The term ‘bi-

ble’ in her book created quite a stir. 
—Agency

BEBO’S
Third Child

R
umoured to be 
a couple, Indi-
an batsmen 
KL Rahul and 

Bollywood actress 
Athiya Shetty have 
made it to the head-
lines for their public 
display of  affection. 
Shetty and Rahul 
have confirmed their 
relationship status. 
The cricketer is cur-
rently in England for 
a series and is accom-
panied by Shetty. The 
couple left India to-
gether for England 
for the World Test 
Championship last 
month. KL Rahul 
listed Athiya Shetty 

as his partner for 
the same. 

         —Agency

A
ctor Mandira 
Bedi’s husband, 
filmmaker Raj 
Kaushal, has 

died at the age of  49 on 
June 30. The writer-di-
r e c t o r - f i l m m a k e r 
passed away on Wednes-
day morning after a 
massive heart attack. 
He is survived by his 
wife Mandira and chil-
dren Vir and Tara. His 
funeral took place on 
June 30 afternoon at 
Shivaji Ground in 
Mumbai. Rohit’s broth-
er, Ronit Roy, and actor 
Ashish Choudhary 
were among those who 
paid their last respects 
to the filmmaker. Rohit 

also posted an emo-
tional note bid-

ding goodbye 
to him.  

—Agency

J
anhnvi Kapoor leaves 
everyone awestruck 
with her latest Insta-
gram post. With her 

gorgeous look in the changed 
avatar, she stunned the whole 
Bollywood with her Ariana 
Grande’s vibes. She looked no 
less than a ‘dream boss girl’ of  
the modern world, making the 

heads turn for 
her glamorous face. 
Her diamond-stud-
ded dress captured 
everyone’s eye. Janhn-
vi’s dressing in a black 
gown with thigh-high slit 
gave everyone a strong 
aura of  Ariana Grande.
                                  —Agency
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B
igg Boss 14 fame and sing-
er Rahul Vaidya an-
nounced his wedding with 
Disha Parmar earlier this 

month. Rahul shared a note with 
his fans with a hashtag that 
read, “#TheDisHulWed-
ding.” “With the bless-
ings of  our families, we 
are delighted to share 
this special moment 
with you all. We are 
elated to announce 
that our wedding is 
set to take place on 
the 16th of  July, 2021. 
We seek your love and 
blessings as we begin 
this new chapter of  
love and togetherness,” 
the note read. The cou-
ple rejoiced various cer-
emonies including Me-
hendi, Haldi, Recep-
tion, and cut a cake on the 
completion of  their 1 week 
anniversary.                —Agency

NO 
MORE 
TOGETHER

RAJ
KUNDRA
ARRESTED

B
ollywood superstar Aamir Khan and 
producer-director Kiran Rao have an-
nounced that they are separating after 
15 years of  marriage. In a statement, 

they said they would raise their son together 

and 
s t i l l 
work on 
joint pro-
jects. “In these 
15 beautiful years 
together we have 
shared a lifetime of  expe-
riences, joy and laughter,” 
the statement said. Khan, 56, 
and Rao, 47, first met in 2001 and 
married four years later. They said 
that they wanted to start a new chapter 
of  their lives.                                         —Agency

R
aj Kundra was arrested in a pornogra-
phy case on July 19. According to the 
Mumbai police, Kundra has been ar-
rested in a case registered by its crime 

branch about the creation of  pornographic 

f i l m s 
and pub-
l i s h i n g 
them through 
some mobile-
based- applications. 
“There was a case regis-
tered with Crime Branch 
Mumbai in Feb 2021 about the 
creation of  pornographic films 
and publishing them through some 
apps”, the Mumbai police said in a press 
statement.                                              —Agency

DATING?

LOSS OF LEGEND

NEWLYWEDS!

her post...

Kareena with her book

Kareena Kapoor Khan Dilip KumarRahul Vaidya & Disha Parmar

Raj Kundra with Shilpa Shetty KundraKiran Rao & Aamir Khan

Raj Kaushal and M
andira Bedi

KL Rahul and Athiya Shetty

SAD DEMISE 
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ASTHA ASIJA, 
Actor
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Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20

 You may get a chance 
to pursue old hobby. 
Health tips from an 
expert will enable you 
to get closer to your 

fi tness goals.  Chances of being misled 
by competitors in business are high, 
so remain alert. Your generous 
behavior would enable to enjoy some 
lovely moments with family. 

Gemini  
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

 Long-pending arrears 
and dues are likely to be 
recovered. Senior 
management will be 
appreciative of your 

creative inputs on professional front. 
Seek the opinion of your family before 
fi nalizing a property deal. An impromp-
tu invitation to a function from an 
unexpected friend is to be received.

Leo
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

 It’s a very good day to 
take calculated risks in 
fi nancial matters.  
Those suffering from 
chronic ailments may 

fi nd remarkable improvement in their 
health with home remedies. Today you 
will enjoy the trust of senior manage-
ment. Minor domestic disputes may 
snowball into a major row.

Libra
SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 22

 You will be greatly 
benefi ted by investing 
in companies of repute. 
Develop a good 
adaptability to handle 

pressurized situation on professional 
front. Paying special attention to plan 
your career would give immense joy. 
You are likely to get clearance or 
approval for your construction plans. 

Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22

 Don’t give a fi rm 
commitment in fi nancial 
matters before 
considering the viability 
of the project. You 

succeed in completing an important 
project well before deadline. Disagree-
ments on the family front are foreseen. 
Be careful about the legal apprehen-
sions in the property you buy.

Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19

 A sound fi nancial 
health of businessmen 
would enable to give 
monetary benefi ts to 
employees. Roadblock 

in the matrimonial alliance of kin gets 
cleared bringing happiness for entire 
family. Your sole dependency on 
friends may fail to bring any respite 
from loneliness today. 

Taurus  
APRIL 21 - MAY 20

 Distant relatives may 
drop in for a surprise 
visit.  Investment 
antiques and jewellery 
would bring handsome 

fi nancial gains. On professional front, 
recognition for good work would 
motivate you to work harder. Efforts 
made to improve looks or personality 
will bring desired results. 

Cancer
JUNE 22 - JULY 23
Better to consult an expert in fi nancial 
matters before making an investment. 
Your hard work and dedication are 
likely to be noticed by seniors, paving 
way for promotion or increment. Fam-
ily will be supportive of career aspira-
tions. A promising day overall as you 
stay in limelight without any efforts. 
Harsh words may create a rift in your 
romantic relationship; be careful.

Virgo 
AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23

 Seek opinion of expert 
before opting for a 
health supplement. The 
day is not likely to pose 
any major problems at 

workplace. You will succeed in resolving 
misunderstanding with family 
members, normalizing ties. Seek proper 
valuation of the property you are 
planning to buy. 

Scorpio
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22

 Avoid being indulgent 
in your spending to 
balance budget. 
Continue to put in 
efforts at work and you 

will see promising opportunities 
coming your way. Matrimonial match 
for siblings will bring happiness for 
entire family. You will get a good price 
for your property.

Capricorn
DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20

 Yoga would help in 
raising energy levels 
and improve your 
metabolism. Some of 
you are going 

experience emotional fulfi llment on 
romantic front. Place emphasis on 
domestic affairs to enhance the 
domestic tranquility and harmony. 
Being on social front is benefi cial. 

Pisces  
FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20

 Successful implemen-
tation of new ideas and 
projects would add to 
your prestige on the 
professional front. A 

sound monetary position would enable 
you to keep pace with changing times. 
Avoid raising controversial issues at 
home to maintain harmony.A 
wonderful day to build connections.

YOUR DAY Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva
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ikita Singh is the best-
selling author of  nine 
novels. She is also a 
contributing writer to 
‘The Backbenchers’ 
series and the editor 
of  the short story col-

lections ‘25 Strokes of  Kind-
ness’, & ‘The Turning Point’. 
Born in Patna and raised in 
Indore, Nikita worked as an 
editor in the publishing world 
in New Delhi. She now lives in 
Manhattan and works as a fash-
ion stylist. She received the 
Live India Young Achiever’s 
Award in 2013.

Nikita Singh continues to im-
press with ‘Every Time It 
Rains’. The book serves as a per-
fect sequel to ‘Like a Love Song’ 
in which Maahi was the pro-
tagonist. ‘Every Time It Rains’ 
is Laila’s point of  view. It ex-
plores the inner soul and traits 
of  this lonely intriguing charac-
ter. “We all are a little broken, 
some more than the others”. It’s 
a story of  every girl who has 
ever had her heartbroken. Laila 
had braved the storm and knew 
she would be fine in the rain. 
She’s dedicated to her work and 
has her friend for support. 

Laila and Maahi have a beau-
tiful relationship of  sharing 
and caring along with working 
together, aspiring and aiming 
for big bucks and a bigger name. 
They are successfully running 
their bakery franchise- ‘Cup-
cakes and Cookies’. They are on 
the lookout to go national 
through a tough competition, 
for which they are putting in 
their very best. Laila is inde-
pendent and as happy as she can 
be. Time and experience have 
made her hard, taking away her 
faith in love.

Just then enters JD Jayesh 
Diwakar, with his cool dude at-
titude, charming boyish grins, 
carefree nature. Laila’s world is 
turned upside down. She was 
out in the rain “until he offered 
her an umbrella and showed her 
life could be so much more than 
‘okay’. They find themselves ir-
repressibly drawn to each other. 
But... can Laila trust him? He is 
her exact opposite. She finds his 
charming ways irresistible. 
When they first meet, he pre-
sents her with orange, not flow-
ers, as an expression of  love. 
The sincerity of  his love is dis-
arming. “Just so we are clear on 
our definition of  love. I don’t 

throw that term around casu-
ally. I don’t want anything to do 
with lukewarm. I want crazy-
for-you, will-die-without-you. I 
don’t want a ‘right now’. I want 
a lifetime. And I want it with 
you. I am all in”.

When JD comes into her life, 
Laila realizes just how much 
she was missing a person with 
whom she could connect. Some-
body with whom she wouldn’t 
have to pretend to be strong all 
the time. Somebody to whom 
she would not feel weak admit-
ting that she is human. But her 
past brings back haunting, de-
monic memories. Laila’s moth-
er was abused by her alcoholic 
husband. 

She herself  has been a victim 
of  marital rape. When JD be-
comes violent with some drunk, 
rowdy boys, Laila cannot accept 
it and runs away from his life. It 
is Maahi who makes her realize 
that it’s her own judgmental 
self  who’s making her feel so 
insecure. JD took the extreme 
step not to harm anyone, but 
instead to protect Laila. She re-
alizes that she has to be 
brave enough to 

accept the present. She has to 
let go of  the past. “Life had giv-
en her a fresh dream. It was 
only after she met him that 
Laila realized that she could be 
happy. All the time. Just con-
stantly happy. Even when it 
rained”. 

Nikita has said in one of  her 
book launches “Love stories 
end on a sad note most of  the 
time. Why not make it positive 
in this book where we can con-
trol it” This is the story of  
friendship, love, trust and hope. 
This book is dedicated to those 
who dare to love again.

DEEPAK’S CORNER

DEEPAK
deepaklifemusings@gmail.com

Every Time 
IT RAINS

N

Every time it rains... I fall to pieces! Every time it rains... I get wet!!! 

Nikita Singh



WE INDEED ARE THE 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

GENERATION AND 
HENCE, ONLINE DATING IS 

NOW JUST AS NORMALISED 
AS ANYTHING ELSE. I HOWEVER, 
AM STILL QUITE OLD SCHOOL IN THIS 
ASPECT. I DON’T LIKE THE IDEA OF 
DATING EXPERIENCE BEING SIMILAR TO 
SHOPPING AT AMAZON OR MYNTRA. 
THERE’S HARDLY ANY WAY OF KNOWING THE 
AUTHENTICITY OF THE PERSON OVER THERE, 
AND IF YOU DO HAPPEN TO MEET, CATFISHING IS 

SOMETHING THAT’S VERY PREVALENT NOWADAYS! WE 
ARE ALL STARVED FOR THE “HUMAN TOUCH”, DON’T WE MISS 

THAT IN THE DATING EXPERIENCE AS WELL?

—SRISHTI MOHLAH, MUSICIAN

WELL ONLINE DATING 
WAS NEVER MY 

STYLE BEING A 
MILLENNIAL. IT WAS 

ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
MYTHS FOR ME TILL I 

ACTUALLY TRIED IT. IT’S 
LIKE BEING SET UP ON A 

BLIND DATE OF YOUR CHOICE. 
IT’S NICE TO KNOW WHO YOU’RE 

GOING OUT BEFORE YOU MEET A GUY. 
THE KEY IS TO NOT REALLY GET BOTHERED 

AND JUST TAKE WHAT IS GOOD. I HAVE BEEN 
ON MANY DATES AND TRUST ME, IT IS REALLY 

FUN. THE EXCITEMENT OF MESSAGING AND THEN 
MEETING SOMEONE IN PERSON, THINKING IF THEY ARE 

NOT A CATFISH.   —ALINA KUJUR, STUDENT

ETC
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? HAVE YOU EVER 
MET SOMEONE 
AND THOUGHT, 
YES, THIS IS THE 
PERSON THAT I 
WANT TO SPEND 
MY LIFE WITH? 
SINCE WE HAVE 
BEEN AT HOME 
QUITE A LOT NOW, 
PROBABLY NOT, 
BUT, I’M SURE 
MOST OF YOU 
MUST HAVE 
SWIPED RIGHT OR 
LEFT AT SOME 
POINT!

SUSHMITA AIND
sushmita.aind@firstindia.co.in

Online Dating is highly 
misinterpreted in India as 
people are actually skepti-
cal about the fact that 
Dating and committing a 
relation to someone are 
two different concepts. 
Dating apps are presumed 
as Hook up platforms by 
people. Dating apps are 
like that money - “Jo hota 
sabke paas hai, but deta 
koi nahi.” People feel shy 
or ashamed to use these 
Dating apps when people 
are around. But they thor-
oughly enjoy swiping left 
and right when they are 
alone. I think, Online Dat-
ing is fun as it comes up 
to you as Blind dates. And 
you have loads of options 
to choose from. Dating 
apps are not platforms to 
get your one night stands, 
I’ve seen the beauty and 
intensity of dating people 
online as two of my friends 
actually got married through 
these misinterpreted online 
dating. It requires a lot of 
presence of mind to talk 
to someone whom you’ve 
never met or heard of! On-
line dating is not less than 
an adventure where you can 
fall deep down. 

—DEWANSHU VERMA, 
Producer RED FM

I have met some amaz-
ing people on Tinder. Of 
course it’s not possible 
to click with every person 
you meet, but, there are 
a lot of things which you 
might actually learn from 
them. I had the pleasure 
of learning something 
from my dates. I have 
hated goodbyes but life 
has been a bliss with their 
presence. Until I fi nd the 
one that I love, I might 
actually give a go to on-
line dating a little longer. 
It’s a galaxy of people 
waiting to connect, share 
and just live in the mo-
ment. Sometimes we end 
up meeting some people 
and when we least expect, 
they become  a huge part 
of our lives. I guess one 
shouldn’t skip the chance 
of meeting new people. I 
remember being on my 
fi rst date, my mind kept on 
thinking constantly what 
should I do to make her like 
me, and, for real that N-E-
V-E-R happens, when you 
are with them you are on 
your own and gradually you 
get comfortable which is 
the beauty of taking things 
offl ine. 

—ABHISHEK SAINI, 
Doctor

According to science, 
being attracted to multiple 
partners is quite natural. 
The hike in dating apps 
such as Tinder, Bumble, 
etc is because it makes 
you available to multiple 
partners who are ready 
to spend time with each 
other. It is so quick and 
casual that relationships 
are formed in mere min-
utes. People these days are 
so immensely occupied that 
they would prefer texting 
over actually spending 
time with each other. That 
way, they can manage their 
work and also move ahead 
to meet their dates only in 
their leisure hours. This 
way, they ward off the sense 
of commitment and satisfy 
themselves with casual 
fl ings. But, at the same 
time, it’s easy to manipu-
late others with an ideal 
image of the self. People 
choose to put the best 
versions of themselves 
online in order to garner 
maximum attention. This 
way, they seek validation 
from the world outside.  

—AASTHA DWIVEDI, 
Therapist

Online dating has made 
it easier for introverts to 
come out and look for a 
good companion being 
themselves. However, I 
believe that online dating 
has altered the terrain of 
relationship formation. 
They really don’t work in 
line with regular, healthy 
relationships. People on 
online dating applications 
are typically superfi cial, 
and they rarely look at 
anything other than looks. 
There are a lot of elements 
that go into attraction in 
real life that can’t be repre-
sented through a picture. 
People who are rejected 
solely based on their 
appearance lose their self-
confi dence. As soon as 
they sign up for a dating 
app, I’ve seen my peers 
hunt for unrealistically 
attractive photographs to 
put on their profi le.  

—AKSHARA DANGAYACH, 
Student

Being a psychiatrist, I 
would say, online dating 
has drastically changed 
the ways of traditional dat-
ing and meeting romantic 
partners. I believe people 
who choose to stay single 
for a long time, and delay 
their marriage, are the 
ones who increase the 
number of dating apps us-
ers. In my opinion dishon-
esty is a pervasive issue 
on these platforms. But 
exceptions are to be found 
everywhere, including my 
own, as I myself found my 
soulmate on one of these 
platforms. My advice is to 
use these types of ap-
plications to make a real 
connection, then take it 
offl ine, go out for dinner, 
do something special, 
and remember not to 
rush into things, as Elvis 
Presley said, ‘“only fools 
rush in”. I met my love, 
my girl on tinder then 
took her out, after that, 
the rest of the relationship 
was offl ine and our bond 
grew gradually. Moreover, 
dating apps have made it 
quick for people to jump 
from one relationship to 
another. 

—UDIT CHOUDHARY,                  
Psychiatrist

Online dating platforms 
help people to connect with 
one another. Especially for 
people who can be shy 
about fi rst dates, develop-
ing a texting relationship 
fi rst, helps them open up. 
The downside however is 
that these platforms allow 
you to, or rather by design 
make you show only cer-
tain parts of yourself; you 
may also want to comply to 
certain trends. That way, 
you’re in a way selling 
yourself- an embodied self. 
You pay careful attention to 
photos, how you write, 
how you text, presenting 
your profi le etc, so in a 
way, spontaneity of dating 
can get lost. Having said 
that, it certainly not easy! It 
isn’t an easy way out at all. 
Moreover, dating apps 
have made it quick for peo-
ple to jump from one rela-
tionship to another as there 
are thousands of people 
available a swipe-away. 
The online dating apps pre-
vent participants from 
working on their relation-
ships. I also feel that these 
apps have led to an in-
crease in hookup culture. 

—AYUSHI MADAN, 
Psychoanalytic 

Psychotherapist

remember when Tinder was intro-
duced in our country. My genera-
tion was among the first ones to use 
smartphones along with all the 
other people. It was 2016, and it cre-
ated a big buzz among all the young-
sters. People started developing 

their profiles, various pictures were taken 
to be uploaded, the anticipation of  who 
swiped right whom was the new talk of  the 
town. After a little while, new apps were 
introduced. You might have heard about 
Bumble and OK Cupid. Bumble even made 
sure that it highlights individuals who are 
vaccinated and boosts their profiles. Lately, 
Tinder has been teaming up with Netflix 
(reminds me of  the famous slang, Netflix 
and chill!) to launch a dating reality show, 
IRL, In Real Love. I am still not sure, if  dat-
ing apps are the perfect way of  finding your 
THE best match, which makes me ques-
tion, is there something called the best 
match? Perhaps Amy Winehouse got it 
right when she sang ‘Love is a losing game’ 
and is the today’s generation ready to play 
this game? City First got in touch with 
some prominent and not so prominent us-
ers of  the dating apps and some experts 
sharing their views on the latest buzz.

I



he classy rock song, 
‘Sufi’ is the remake 
of  ‘Sufi Tere Pyaar 
Pyaar Mein’ by 
Manmeet Singh, 
featuring Khush-
boo Dahiya was re-

leased on Friday, July 30 at 
the First India News Chan-
nel office. 

Jagdeesh Chandra felici-
tated Khushboo and Man-
meet on the occasion by 
launching the poster and 
cutting a beautiful cake with 
the imprint of  the song’s 
poster. The entire aura was 
mesmerised as the song 
was being played on the big 

screen at the office along 
with its digital launch on 
Youtube. Shot in Kis-
hangarh and Jaipur, 

the video offers exotic loca-
tions in Rajasthan. It nar-
rates the tale of  a couple in 
love, standing thick and 
thin with each other at each 
stage. In conversation with 
Manmeet Singh, he shared, 
“Usually, such songs haven’t 

experimented with the rock 
genre, we have presented a 
different perspective driv-
ing the soul out of  the old 
rendition and breathing life 
into it through our latest in-
novation.”

The heart and the sole 

beauty of  this song, Khush-
boo Dahiya shared, “I en-
joyed being a part of  this 
project as I was playing the 
lead role. I was involved in 
theatre earlier which helped 
me express the feelings re-
quired for the character 
such as being in love, enjoy-
ing that phase of  being in 
love for the first time, feeling 
all those butterflies in the 
stomach. It was a beautiful 
experience, as it was shot in 
a picturesque location.”

Khushboo and Manmeet 
paid immense gratitude on 
the occasion.

JEWEL OF 
RAJASTHAN 

M
ariam Zaidi , 
daughter of  
IPS Haider Ali 
Zaidi from 

Jaipur, Rajasthan has 
been selected for Next-
GEN leadership pro-
gramme run by the In-
ternational Insolvency 
Institute, Virginia, Unit-
ed States. Mariam is a 
budding disputes reso-
lution lawyer based in 
Mumbai with expertise 
in insolvency and bank-
ruptcy laws including 
commercial and civil 
matters. She is amongst 
the 120 international 
members who have been 
selected for this prestig-
ious programme from 

all over the world. She 
has been invited to join 
the finest group of  
young lawyers, insol-
vency professionals 
and academics of  the 
globe. The annual con-
ference in New York is 
scheduled for October 
2021.  —CITY FIRST
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

BIRTHDAY!

State BJP President Dr Satish Poonia’s son Mohit Poonia 
celebrated his birthday on Friday, July 30 with his family. 
Seen here are parents Dr Satish and Mohini Poonia and sister 
Anushka Poonia.

Jagdeesh Chandra wished and blessed the little champ, Gracy 
Choudhary, daughter of Priyanka Choudhary, as she turned 3 on 
Friday, July 30. 

Minister of 
Women and Child 
Development, Mamta 
Bhupesh’s children, 
Devansh and 
Devangana had their 
birthday on Friday, 
July 30. They kept 
the celebration low 
key at home in view 
of the pandemic and 
seek the blessings of 
their parents, Mamta 
Bhupesh and Dr 
Ghanshyam Bairwa.

CELEBRATIONS!

Jagdeesh Chandra released the poster for the voluntary Blood 
Donation Camp on Friday. The camp will be held on Monday, 
August 2 from 9 am to 3 pm at Samudayak Kendra Vishwanath 
Udyan, Jawahar Nagar, Jaipur with an initiative to save the lives 
of those in need.

SUFI TERE PYAAR MEIN...

GRACY TURNS 3!

BLOOD DONATION!

Jagdeesh Chandra greeted and blessed the staff members whose birthdays fell in July as a joint celebration at the First India Channel offi ce on Friday. —PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA

JAIPUR’S RITWIK MADE US PROUD 
CITY FIRST

R
itwik Pareek’s ‘Dug 
Dug’ and Nithin Lu-
kose’s feature film 
‘Paka’ are the only 

two films from India that 
have been selected for the 

Toronto International 
Film Festival 2021. Born 
and brought up in Jaipur, 
Rithvik’s film ‘Dug-Dug’ 

has been produced by him 
along with his sister Prerna 
Pareek in Rajasthan itself. 
The film is a ‘musical infec-

tious satire’ which will be 
screened in the Discovery 
section. In this striking par-
ody, mysterious events in the 
wake of  a freak motorcycle 

accident sow the seeds of  a 
new religion. The mood and 
look of  the feature are both 
vivid and brooding. The 
film’s cast includes Altaf  
Khan, Gaurav Soni, Yogend-
ra Singh, and Durgalal 

Saini. The 46th edition of  
the Toronto International 
Film Festival will be held in 
a hybrid format with both 
in-person and digital screen-
ings from September 9 to 18 
this year. cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Rajesh Bhatia, 
Jagdish Sharma, Sanjay Singh Shekhawat and Ashish Sharma

Mariam Zaidi

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

T
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With the latest single, Sufi, by Manmeet Singh  

featuring Khusbhoo Dahiya, a love story has

been rephrased, presented in a rock genre!

eleasing this Fri-

day, the rock song, 

‘Sufi’ is the remake 

of  ‘Sufi Tere Pyaar 

Pyaar Mein’ by 

Manmeet Singh, 

featuring Khush-

boo Dahiya. Shot in Kis-

hangarh and Jaipur, the 

video offers exotic locations 

in Rajasthan. It narrates the 

tale of  a couple in love, stand-

ing thick and thin with each 

other at each stage.

In conversation with Man-

meet Singh, he shared, “Usu-

ally, such songs haven’t exper-

imented with the rock genre, 

we have presented a different 

perspective driving the soul 

out of  the old rendition and 

breathing life into it through 

our latest innovation. With 

Man Ka Music, we plan to 

bring out more such works 

and release our original 

singles as well. I along with 

my team had been thinking 

about a lot of  new projects 

and experiments which we 

cannot wait to bring out for 

the audiences.”

The heart and the sole 

beauty of  this song, 

Khushboo Dahiya shared, 

“I enjoyed being a part of  

this project as I was play-

ing the lead role. I was 

involved in theatre earli-

er which helped me ex-

press the feelings re-

quired for the character 

such as being in love, 

enjoying that phase of  being 

in love for the first time, feel-

ing all those butterflies in the 

stomach. It was a beautiful 

experience, as it was shot in a 

picturesque location.”

SUSHMITA AIND
sushmita.aind@firstindia.co.in

R
eleasing this Fri-

day, the rock song, 

‘Sufi’ is the remake 

of  ‘Sufi Tere Pyaar 

Pyaar Mein’ by 

Manmeet Singh, 

featuring Khush-

boo Dahiya. Shot in Kis-

hangarh and Jaipur, the 

video offers exotic locations 

in Rajasthan. It narrates the 

tale of  a couple in love, stand-

ing thick and thin with each we have presented a different 

bring out more such works 

and release our original 

singles as well. I along with 

my team had been thinking 

about a lot of  new projects 

and experiments which we 

cannot wait to bring out for 

the audiences.”

beauty of  this song, 

Khushboo Dahiya shared, 

“I enjoyed being a part of  

this project as I was play-

ing the lead role. I was 

enjoying that phase of  being 

Khushboo Dahiya and Manmeet Singh in a still from ‘Sufi’

EXCLUSIVE IN CITY FIRST
JULY 29, 2021

Khushboo Dahiya
Jagdeesh Chandra and the guests watch ‘Sufi Tere 
Pyaar Mein’ as it is launched digitally on YouTube! 

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA

Jagdeesh Chandra launches the poster of the song with the team of ‘Sufi Tere 
Pyaar Mein’ and First India Face of the Year 2021 team & participants

Sweet moments: Cake cutting ceremony as part of the launch 
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